Loving Hands

Can anyone believe the joy 

I felt the day I read

the words you spelled with finger signs

about God’s love they said

That Jesus came and died for me

Upon a cruel cross,

and that my sins right then were paid,

‘twas He that suffered loss.

The silence had no hold on me

as loving hands proclaimed,

the hope I’d have in knowing Christ,

I’d never be the same!

If I’d not seen those loving hands,

that silent witness there,

I’d still be lost forever more

because no one would care

That I, a child of God myself

just needed one who stands

and shares the Lord with all like me

through precious loving hands.

                                 Glenda Thomaston Appling

                                            April, 2008

EXPRESSIONS OF EMMANUEL CALENDAR:

· APRIL 20, 2008
Mission Presentation, Hillcrest Christian Church

· APRIL 26, 2008
East Texas Deaf Convention

· APRIL 27, 2008
First Christian Church of Denison, Deaf Church - Teaching and 
Leading Worship – morning


Fannin County Mission Fair - evening

· MAY 3, 2008
Mission House Work Day (Carole Butcher volunteering – 

others are welcome to help

· MAY 9 & 10, 2008
Eureka Springs, Great Passion Play area videotaping

· MAY 11, 2008
Hornet Christian Church & Elm Branch Christian Church

· MAY 18, 2008
First Christian Church Denison, Deaf Church Teaching and Leading 
Worship

· MAY 24, 2008
Mission House Work Day (Carole Butcher volunteering – 

others are welcome to help

· MAY 30, 2008 --
Mission presentations at Boiling Springs Christian Service Camp, 

           JUNE 28, 2008
Woodward, OK.

· JUNE 1, 2008
(Selah’s Birthday)

Sharing at Boise City Christian Church with North Plains Christian Church in Dumas, Texas

Visiting Boise City for the Evening Service

· JUNE 8, 2008
Beaver Christian Church, Morning Service


Freedom Christian Church, evening service

· June 15, 2008
First Christian Church, Myrtle Beach South Carolina


Missions Presentation

· June 22, 2008
First Christian Church, Laverne, Oklahoma

· JUNE 29, 2008
First Christian Church, Sapulpa,  OK.,  Morning Service

Town & Country Christian Church, Tulsa, OK., Evening Service

· JULY 2, 2008
Videotaping at “The Dig” in Glen Rose, Texas Creation 


Evidence Museum.

· JULY 6, 2008
LeRoy Kansas Christian Church

· JULY 6 – 10, 2008
Hidden Haven Christian Camp

· JULY 11 & 12, 2008
Sharing at MCR Camp & Videotaping at Cathedral 
Gardens, IN 
and the fountain in Madison, IN

· July 13, 2008
Hanover Christian Church, Hanover, IN

· JULY 13-18, 2008
Wonder Valley Christian Service Camp, IN.

· JULY 20, 2008
Cheyenne Wells, Colorado, Christian Church

Scottsbluff, Nebraska Christian Church

· JULY 21, 2008 --
Videotaping in South Dakota, Wyoming & Montana, (Speaking at

         AUGUST 2, 2008
churches along the way.)

· AUGUST 3, 2008
Spokane, Washington

· AUGUST 5-15, 2008
Deaf Camp, Idaho    

· August 10, 2008
Lewiston, Idaho   
    

· AUGUST 16-23, 2008
Videotaping in Eureka / Arcata, CA.  and 

        
Crescent City, CA.  (Sharing at churches in the area.)

My Mission Perspective – a testimony of an individual impacted by Expressions of Emmanuel

Learning to be God’s Loving Hands

by Glenda Thomaston Appling of Keystone Heights Christian Church, Keystone Heights, Florida

I have learned through the years to trust God and allow Him to open doors in my life under “His timing”, not mine.  Such was a door that opened during Vonda’s recent visit to my home church, Keystone Christian Church in Keystone Heights, FL.  I had had the great pleasure of being in church on a Sunday morning in 2007 when Vonda, her husband and girls came to show us just what their “Expressions of Emmanuel” was all about.  Their stay was brief, but it left a haunting question in many of our minds as to whether right here in our own Keystone Heights there could be members of the deaf community not having any way to hear the gospel.  As with most of us, an idea came to mind but our busy everyday lives got in the way of following up.  

Then came April, 2008 and Vonda had an opportunity to come again, though traveling this time alone, as the girls were in a testing period at school and unable to come along.  When our family heard she was coming again we were so excited AND this time she would be staying overnight in a lakeside cabin in Keystone Heights owned by members of our church.   Vonda, who uses a menagerie of “critters” and visual aides, along with incredible videotapes made by her husband and herself for their deaf ministry, was again, so captivating to all of us as she shared Jesus through her many talents.  All the while signing everything she said.  My twin has been attempting to learn sign for several years as well as her son who uses sign in teaching from time to time.

  As I watched Vonda, it occurred to me that no one could mistake the great love she has for the Savior as her expressions and the urgency of sharing the gospel come through in everything she says and does.  I tried to imagine seeing all she was doing in total silence, as a deaf person would.  I could only imagine what it would be like.  I could not fathom having the desire to find out about Jesus but not being able to “listen” to someone speak his name.  As I watched her hands gracefully “speak” words as she finger spelled, I saw how great the need must be for so many who can not hear.  Many of us were in tears as she spoke to us of the places she goes where there are no representatives for Jesus.  She’s seen large conventions with thousands of people and yet little or no outreach to share God’s love with the deaf.  Concerts where lives are changed by the beautiful music and words sung, but no one who’s deaf can hear the words or the message of God’s grace and love.  

Our family was blessed to have Vonda come for dinner and time of sharing later and as we drove her home we saw God’s hand at work in all of us.  As we neared the cabin she asked if we could just stop by a minute market so she could purchase some water.  While we waited in the truck I saw her come running out waving her expressive arms, smiling and saying “Get out, you must come in there’s a deaf man in here.  He wants to meet you both.”  We went in and, to the amazement of customers and cashiers, I watched as Vonda and my sister signed to this man.  We learned he had to travel 27 miles one way each Sunday to attend church in Middleburg (the town we live in.)  THEN he told us the church he attends has a class on Friday nights to teach people how to sign!!!!!  We got more information and we plan now to call and see if others can attend the class!  What a miracle! 

 As God would have it in His perfect timing another door opened for Vonda’s ministry to go and share and for us to find a place for learning to sign!  This ministry “Expressions of Emmanuel” will continue as we know God’s hand continues to guide them.  We know His work is ours to do and that only through

the generosity of His people will we make this journey open for the deaf and for those of us who hear.    Even if we don’t know sign language we can be God’s 

hands as we give of our time and money to further this most important work.

We pray all who come into contact with Vonda, Steve, their family, and all who share in “Expressions of Emmanuel” will keep praying that God will continue to open doors for these “Loving Hands!”

Glenda Appling

Keystone Christian Church

Keystone Heights, Florida 

Sign Language Classes going well.

Currently I am helping to oversee three sign language classes.  We have one for the Bonham Community at First Baptist Church on Wednesday nights.  Vanessa Caylor and Leslie Mann help me to oversee this class, as we use DVDs during a great portion of the class.  Another class is held on Sunday evenings at Hillcrest Christian Church.  Cathy Christophel helps to oversee this class.  Thirdly a group of sweet precious Christian 4H-ers have a class on Friday afternoons.  All three classes are progressing well.  I am thankful that Expressions of Emmanuel last year was able to order a 15 DVD series of sign language classes that really help learning sign language become convenient and delightful.  Please pray that everyone wil soar ahead even more and be brave and use their sign language.  Thanks to Ericka Alexander, one of the sign language students who volunteered to edit and format this newsletter.  She also wants to assist in selling the sign language videos Expressions of Emmanuel has produced.  Ericka has a home-based business selling books, cd’s and dvd’s about having a Godly marriage and raising children who love the Lord.  As a homeschooling parent, she feels that these videos will not only bless homeschooled families involved in ministry, but also make it easy for anyone to order the videos online. 

Expressions of Emmanuel Praise Reports:

Serving God Together Brings Victory!  Some sow, some water, but GOD gives the increase.  The Angels tap their toes as Tracey Harris accepts the Lord!

Terry and Doris Dowling are faithfully serving the deaf in the greater Denison area.  Once a month, we have been going to help.  We have welcomed people to come visit at our home.  We want to continue to have movie nights periodically to encourage all involved.  When we go to serve at the church we help with teaching in both the Sunday school class and worship hour.  We share special music and help lead worship.  We just make ourselves available to do whatever will best help Terry and Doris.  We want to give them a needed rest if they want it.  It has been a pleasure to know that Terry will faithfully serve and that we can help each other in the Body of Christ.  

We began to share God’s love with Tracey Harris who lives in Bonham and, in an effort to give her a greater base of support, we took her with us to the deaf church in Denison.  We also introduced her to Craig and Stacey Vance at Lamasco Baptist Church, which is a country church near Bonham.  Since Tracey does not drive at this time, we wanted her to have a lot of Christians to support her.  We also involved Tracey in the ministry of Hannah’s Horseshoes of Hope, an equine therapy program where Tracey rides along with us on a weekly basis.  HHH has also been a blessing to Tracey.  

I also took a group to the greater Dallas outreach called the Deaf Saturday Night Live.  Thanks to Del and First Baptist Church of Bonham for help with transportation.  This outreach is the combined effort of many of the deaf ministries in the greater Dallas region.  We have been there twice recently and our family shared devotions, songs, dramas, and testimony.  On one occasion, Tracey joined us for the Deaf Saturday Night Live.  

I remember last December, when talking to Tracey about faith in Jesus, she happily talked of her love for God.  It was obvious that Tracey had some faith.  Tracey knew that God had helped her in some dark hours of life, but she was still making a decision as to whether to really commit her life to Christ.  Tracey made it clear that she really loved and thanked God, but she was not sure about a decision.  Then one Friday night Terry, Doris, Steve, Tracey, the girls, and I were all visiting and terry raised that question; “Have you accepted Jesus and been baptized?”  Tracey began thinking.  Then when she visited the church again on Sunday, the question was once again asked and she said, “YES! I am ready.  I want to accept Jesus!”  So on the night of March 2nd, we went to Hillcrest Christian Church, and Terry baptized her into Jesus Christ!  Tracey is full of faith.  She has amazing reading and writing skills.  She has written many songs about faith in God.  Tracey has come and done volunteer work with the EOE office.  She helped to update our newsletter mailing list.

 Another blessing is that her father in the last few months was very ill, but he is much better now.  Her parents care for her daughter Marcie.  She visits with her whole family weekly.  She wants to get a driver’s license, get a job, and we hope to find ways to use her writing of songs for the glory of God.  Tracey is 34 and totally deaf, but she loves songs.  She really appreciates our song projects.  We hope to take her Christian songs and help her share the testimony that God has given her.  We enjoy helping each other.  Tracey likes to help in the mission office.  We love to share our washing machine.   We are glad that Tracey has other Christian brothers and sisters to support her, as we will be traveling all summer long.  Please pray for Tracey and her family.  

A Volunteer’s Point of View!

by Dawn Fluornoy

Do you listen when God asks you to be somewhere, do something for someone, give of your time or money?

I surely have missed opportunities in my life because I have not been listening!! Here’s a major blessing I am so happy to be able to tell you about that I did not miss out on!

Close to a year ago, the Hamilton family came to our little church in Keystone Heights, FL and shared their ministry with our congregation.  I was moved deeply in my heart from wanting to share in some way their ministry.  Their next destination was the North Florida Christian Service Camp.  That camp and I go way, way back!!  Since my assistance could be used in the sign language classes and all the “doors were open” I packed up myself (same day) and my 6 year old and off to camp we went!  I really did not do much, but sometimes even a little can go a long way and the return I got was priceless!

After camp, the journey led to historic St. Augustine.  Once again my daughter and I were able to go along and be an indirect help and support.  We were able to get to know this family much better by spending so much time with them!  What a very special family they were indeed!

This year, once again, God arranged things just right!  Vonda had to travel to Florida alone and had called ahead to let me know basically what was going on.  She knew of some help she would need and she mentioned needing to get a smaller rental vehicle (since the rest of the family didn’t get to come).  Right away I had a little idea burning in my head.  I wondered if maybe she would like me to “taxi” her around.  I slept on the idea, but I just wasn’t sure if it was meant to be.  The next morning I got another call from Vonda and just about the first thing she said was that she was wondering if I’d be interested in picking her up from the airport and driving her around!  It was definitely a God thing as far as I was concerned.  The answer was an easy “Yes!”  

Again, just like last year, the blessings just keep rolling over me!  We went to to Holy Land Experience in Orlando and Vonda was able to scope out where future videos could be made.  She was greatly blessed with several free items that a manager gave her to use in her ministry!  A neat “little” reminder of God’s providence happened when we went to a 7-11 store and Vonda was able to assist a deaf man in getting connected with someone he was trying to meet up with!

My point in telling you about this is that I hope you can be encouraged to give and be involved wherever God leads you! Don’t miss out on the opportunity to be blessed and to be a blessing!!

Passport to Purity, Princesses of the King of Kings

What a joy to have twelve year old girls. Our daughters are so precious and lovely. We know that it is important to teach children God’s ways so that they can walk in it. We had decided we wanted to do something special so we planned to get purity rings for each girl. Then the Lord blessed me to visit with Dinah Reid from Hillcrest Church and she told me about Passport to Purity. I ordered the package of materials to begin plans for a special weekend emphasis with each girl. We received the Passport to Purity materials from “Family Life.” We then realize that it was so important to plan something special. Passport to Purity emphasizes the importance of obeying God’s commands and putting Him first in all things. The program emphasizes that bad company corrupts good morals. It also emphasizes that we need to not follow negative peer pressure, but we need to always check “What would God have me to do?” The teaching about sexual purity is wonderful.                                                                                                                                                                

Steven and I began to pray for wisdom about how to plan a special weekend for each girl. There is an emphasis on how each young person is a precious child of God. Too many youth don’t know how valuable they are, so they throw their lives away to sex, drugs, etc. The plan requires getting away for a weekend of teaching, a special meal, and special activity.

 Well praise the Lord we were able to get free tickets for the girls to go to Medieval Times. We thought that this really matched the theme we wanted to emphasize. We wanted to remind Selah and Cloudi that they are princesses of the King of Kings. . Medieval Times is drama theater where different sections of the audience are color coated and they cheer for their particular color coated knight. We were in the red section cheering for the red knight. As each color cheered for their knight, each knight would throw roses to their very large sections. 

Selah really wanted a flower from the knight, so we pleaded with our expressions, but he motioned that we should be patient that he would be back. Then amazingly they sounded the trumpet and exclaimed that each knight would award his banner to his chosen queen of beauty and love. The Red Knight galloped on his horse. He extended his jousting pole and on it was a red banner saying” Queen of Beauty and love” God blessed Selah with such a precious gift. Selah floated happily through the next couple of days. God once again showed His care. This visual reminder will always be a visual reminder of our Bible teaching that weekend. God says each of us are His precious children. Cloudi also had a great time. She was so impressed by the horses. 

During Selah’s special teaching weekend we also went to the Olive Garden for her special meal. We went there with the attitude that we must be careful as finances are tight. We said our prayer and enjoyed the special all you can eat soup and salad luncheon.  While I was in the bathroom, a man approached Selah and asked” Were you praying?” Selah thought “Hmm I may need to witness to him, but he may be against God. This man might make fun of me.”  Then Selah decided, “It doesn’t matter what he does, I will stand up and share Jesus.”  She said, “Yes sir, we were praying.”  Then the man explained that it was their family’s custom to always pay for anyone they meet that is seen praying for a meal in public. Wow what a special encouragement to Selah’s faith! God will provide for all of us. God loves us. Cloudi also had weekend of Purity Bible teaching for herself. Both girls loved the teaching, fun games and Bible verses. Each girl was given a purity ring to remind to live for Jesus.

I am so thankful that our church allowed us to camp out in the church during our Purity weekends to have some private time together to pray and study. It was so wonderful for the girls. It is fabulous that I have been asked to do a teaching about sexual purity for deaf teenage girls in the Dallas area.  I am excited to use this curriculum for that fall Dallas deaf outreach. God provides and blesses. I pray that our girls and many more youth will follow God’s way. I pray that they won’t take their precious lives which are like precious pearls and throw them to swine. 

A Clear Focus

Video is a way to reach the masses. As we travel and meet people it really encourages me when often people I have never met, tell me that they have some seen some of my video work and they tell me how much it helped them spiritually. That is our goal; to lead people to Jesus and to challenge them to have a closer relationship with God. We have videotaped over 200 songs with multiple angles and or locations. We have videotaped over 100 devotions. This year we have already traveled and done videotaping and outreach in Arizona and Utah. We ask people to pray that God will give us amazing video footage that will glorify God. While in Arizona and Utah we videotaped songs and devotions at Camelback Mountain, Bryce Canyon, Utah, Zion Canyon, Utah, The Grand Canyon, and the Vulture Mine in Wickenburg, Arizona. Thomas Hamilton, Steven’s brother who lives in Phoenix, welcomed us into his home, and he also took off time from work to drive us to all of these locations in a short period of time. We had asked people to pray for us to be able videotape a raven. While at Bryce Canyon, we got lots of great footage of ravens. While Steven was kneeling to videotape, one raven just hopped right over in front of his camera and performed. This raven seems to have been to acting school. What a blessing to see God answer prayers to help us get great devotionals and songs videotaped. While in Arizona, the Lord blessed us to do an outreach with the Deaf Nation Expo. There were thousands of Deaf people there. It was great to have a booth there and to show the videos of God’s love. We had a lot of opportunity to share with people one on one, too. It is very sad that we see at each convention some cult groups in large attendance giving out free DVDs. We also had the opportunity to visit Central Christian Church of Gilbert. We enjoyed sharing with the deaf group at that church. We enjoyed lunch with my youth minister. We also were blessed to see Brian Plummer, our deaf friend that we have not seen for years. Brian is one of the leaders of the deaf ministry there in Phoenix. We enjoyed a delicious meal at his home. There is another convention in Phoenix at the end of September, we hope to return and have a booth at the convention as well as help with the deaf ministry at Central Christian. I hope to return to Arizona and go to the London Bridge at Lake Havasu, Arizona and videotape devotions about building a bridge of love together. We hope to videotape at a dam somewhere, perhaps we will return to go to the Hoover Dam and videotape the song by Michael W. Smith entitled “Let it Rain” and get the visual of the dam waters, because the song says “Open the floodgates of heaven, let it rain.” I would also like to go to the Rainbow natural bridge and near Paige, Arizona and share the song, “Somewhere Over the Rainbow,” and emphasize how the words describe the perfection of life that can only be found in heaven. I also want to do a devotion which emphasizes the true meaning of the rainbow, the fact that God would never flood the whole earth again. My devotion would also stress that God does not support the rainbow being used as a symbol of the sin of homosexuality. I want to emphasize that God loves everyone. God hates sin, and he also hates the sin of homosexuality. I really want to positively emphasize that the rainbow is about God not flooding the earth.  We had a wonderful time in Arizona sharing and videotaping. We look forward to what God has planned for our next trip. 

In April, I (Vonda) went alone to Florida. I went to check out the Holy Land Experience Museum. We have been given permission to return some time this fall to videotape in this very visual place. I am so thankful for all the help that I received while in Florida. Thanks for all the help with housing, transportation, acts of service, speaking arrangements, prayers and encouragement. Thanks to every member at Keystone Heights Christian Church, the Applings, Robert and Shirley Lanier, Dawn Flournoy(she took me everywhere!), Ed and Nancy, as well as Fred and Adrienne Ritz (Wycliffe Bible Translation assistant apartment managers ) and their church.  Everyone was so helpful. Dawn and I were blessed to have an Expressions of Emmanuel booth at the Deaf Nation Expo in Orlando. When I was walking through the midst of all these people, my heart’s prayer was “Oh Lord, please help all these people and the millions of others to get the opportunity to know of the love of Jesus.”  I was so well cared for while in Florida staying at the Lanier’s home ( a sweet cabin) and the Wycliffe Apartments gave me lots of opportunity to study and write out plans for devotions and songs. I am thrilled for the doors that I see God opening up for the church in Keystone Heights. Please pray for them as they seek to have an outreach for the deaf. The church has helped with or will help with the making of signs, the writing of articles, connecting us with some other songs that we need to videotape, and the preparing of costumes for a video shoot. The Ritz family took me to their home church to speak, fed me, prayed for me and gave generously with poems and love in every way. Everyone was so hospitable. We find that as we travel, the generosity helps us to be fruitful in the mission work. Thanks to all! I look forward to our return to encourage others in their mission work, and to videotape. 

This spring and summer we will have a full schedule with outreaches and videoshoots (see calendar). We will travel to Arkansas, Missouri, Texas, Oklahoma, Kansas, Indiana, Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, Idaho, South Carolina, North Carolina, Washington state, and California. Please pray for us to have successful outreaches and videoshoots, and to raise desperately needed support.  Thanks to Dannette Pellatz, my former student from Ozark Christian College, who helped me plan the tour.  God is just giving us so much creative visual thoughts to express in devotions and song that it is thrilling. Pray for us to be blessed to capture God’s word effectively on video. We want the clear focus to be JESUS!

Vacation Bible School Missionary Program for 2008 and 2009

In May we will have a wonderful DVD missions program that can be used for Vacation Bible School and camp programs. There is no cost to get the Mission DVD, we just ask that you allow Expressions of Emmanuel be your missionary and that you pray and take up a love offering to help EOE. The VBS program will have 5 segments (one for each day of a 5-day VBS) that will range from 9 to 14 minutes. Then we will have another segment of the DVD where we will teach how to sign 5 sign language children’s songs. Please contact us to order this mission program that you can adjust to meet your program needs. Just call Vonda (903-449-6328) and order Expressions of Emmanuel’s Faces of Forgiveness Mission program for camps and VBS programs. Your kids will really enjoy it! 

Website under Construction

Praise the Lord that we are in the process of having a website constructed. Many people have often asked about our website, but sadly we have not had the time to work on this project. Sam White, minister at North Plains Christian Church of Dumas began a couple of years ago working on construction of a website for EOE. Last summer we met Terry Langley, a member of Elm Branch Christian Church, who volunteered to help set up a website. Terry is still working on the website. He welcomes help, so please contact us if you want to help Terry get a website up and running. Thanks to Sam and Terry for all their work. We will let you know when we have the website fully functioning.

Medical Insurance

In May, we are stepping out on faith and getting insurance to cover both Steven and I. Praise the Lord, we have qualified for the Texas low income health insurance for the girls. We are glad that they have been covered. We believe because we are aging and we travel so much, that having medical insurance is very important. So this step of faith will require us to raise more support to help pay this monthly bill. Please pray for God’s provision for us to get and keep insurance. Any contributions towards that goal will be appreciated.             

Help us give the Gift of Sign Language music to deaf people. Please help us get Licenses for Songs

At all of the conventions that we have attended we have had several deaf people say” I want to take those demo songs with me right now!” We then have to explain, “Sorry we cannot give you these songs yet, we don’t have all the licenses for the songs bought yet.”   

We continue to work on videotaping and editing songs. We are so busy with preparation of songs, videotaping, and editing. We need help to make application for those songs. We are so thankful that Monica Kissling helped us make a spreadsheet of all of our songs. Vanessa Caylor has helped us update that spreadsheet of many new songs that we have videotaped this year and or are planning to videotape in the upcoming months. God has blessed me to meet three others that are going to help with the application for the licenses required to distribute the songs to the deaf. Norine Carnavale who works for Wycliffe Bible Translators is going to volunteer some of her own time to help us in this endeavor. Norine just emailed me and asked us to pray for her, because she is having major problems with her computer. Of course her computer will be an available tool in the music license application process.  Also Ron Cox, a minister of Aurora Church of Christ of Aurora, Indiana and his daughter, Andrea are willing to help us work on the licenses for the songs. Andrea will be attending Cincinnati Christian University in the fall where she will major in deaf ministry. They are not really sure how to approach the application of these licenses. We are thankful for the work that Vonda started and the work that all of these others are helping us to complete by getting the licenses for these songs. We must also get the financial support to pay for all the licenses. We have already completed more than 200 songs, but there is much editing to be done. By this fall we anticipate we will have completed 250 songs. So please pray, give, and serve. If anyone else wants to help with the application of the licenses, please let us know, I am sure the others would appreciate any help they can get to get this job done. Some songs were given to us to use. But most require at least two licenses per song, which averages about 500 dollars per song. From the overwhelming response we have seen from the deaf community we believe that it will be well worth it as it touches the hearts of many deaf people. The beauty of our Bible lessons, devotionals, and songs is that even though we are very active travelers, we can only be one place at a time, but the DVDs can go to many deaf people everywhere. What a multiplying effect of evangelism and spiritual encouragement that this can be. Please pray, give, and serve!! 

Hamilton Highway, our Happy Hearts at Home, Home repairs and Home Life 

God has blessed our family whether traveling or right here at our home. As we reported our mission home has lots of needs. The mission house is just that, our home as well as a hub for the mission work we do. We have two mission offices, a prop room, and the whole house is used for the glory of God as we have visitors to seek to mutually encourage each other as well as teamwork together in the Lord’s work. We have lots of good news. We praise the Lord that we have safe electric. Vann and Richard Warren worked tirelessly with others helping to totally rewire this house. They worked at half the price that they normally charge. They and all their coworkers, such as Jim, Shaun, Del, and others worked hard and charged either little or nothing to help us. Without their help we would be in a very dangerous electrical situation. Vann and Richard both say that our mission home was the most dangerous old house that they ever worked on. We thank the Lord for Highland Meadows Christian Church that gave a gift to help get this work started and then to others who donated to get the electrical work done. How did we meet all these folks? Well, we need to thank Morgan Malone, minister of First Baptist Church of Bonham who told us to call Karl Riemer. Karl then volunteered his time to fix our upstairs bathroom that was a real mess and had to be completely redone. Karl then recruited all of these others to work for us at reduced price, because Karl understood we are missionaries and don’t have the funds for this. We still would not have been able to do the work at half price if it was not for the generosity of others. We also are getting the bathroom downstairs fixed as well. Our dining room is now complete. There has been a lot of paint being applied all over the house. Richard and Steven are doing a fine job. Please continue to pray for the work to be completed and that the mission house will be a functional place to bring glory and honor to the Lord. We were just blessed to be given three very needed air conditioners to help us survive the Texas heat. The Life Covenant Church will come and paint one room of the house during the summer. We do not have any insulation. We need painting done on the outside of the house with wood repairs. We also need an upstairs porch fixed as well as some minor roof repairs. There has been a lot done. There is still a lot more to do, we welcome anyone who would want to come and work. On May 3rd and May 24th, Carole Butcher from Hillcrest Christian Church is coming to help me with office and prop organization. We especially need to get organized before we leave on all of our summer travels. If anyone else wants to come and help, just give us a call and make plans to come and work. We praise the Lord that the Lord is building the house. Thank you for partnering with us to make the Expressions of Emmanuel mission house, a place of honor to God!! 

We want to thank the Lord for the many blessings that He has given. Hillcrest Christian Church is reading through the New Testament this year. Our family has been enjoying our Bible reading in the New Testament. We have enjoyed having Steven’s dad, James Hamilton with us. He is always busy doing something. He is very kind to us. We appreciate him. He will go home to Indiana this summer. We think he will come to visit us again later this year. Thomas Hamilton, Steven’s brother, just found out that he has several physical challenges such as diabetes, arthritis, and high blood pressure. Please pray for him. My mother is doing well as she lives at Clyde Cosper’s Texas State Veteran’s home. We go to visit her almost everyday that we are not traveling on mission work. We take our cat, dog, and rabbit to share with mama and the other residents. Our girls and pets are very encouraging to the residents. We enjoyed doing special programs for the residents at Christmas time. We also enjoy taking mom on outings. We are thankful for your prayers for her. She is maintaining her health.  I also have a third cousin named Cassie Gainer. Cassie is only 8 years old and she has Spina Bifida, but they just found out that she has liver cancer. Please pray for Cassie’s healing. 

   We have special Easter news that my nephew and his wife, Aaron and Amanda Hill were just blessed with a lovely Easter gift, their first child, a son who is lovingly referred to as “IKE” for short. My sister, Vurlenda, and all of our family are surely happy for the blessing God put in our Easter basket. Please pray for Aaron and his little family as this summer Aaron will return for the third time to Iraq. We pray for his safety and for all of the Armed Forces. Aaron is an excellent Captain. Please pray for his safety as he serves our country. 

This weekend we will travel to Tyler, Texas. We will videotape at the children’s park there. We are excited to do a devotion at one of my son, Andres’ favorite places. Two years ago Andres showed us this lovely park and we decided that we must return and videotape there. The park has bronze statues of children, lovely flowers, and Bronze Bible verses. We will then take Andres to lunch so that we can celebrate his birthday. We will be videotaping on his actual birthday, May 11.( we will be in Arkansas) So we will celebrate his 22nd birthday on this weekend as we take him to lunch and then go together to the East Texas Deaf Festival. We are all excited to see him. We are very thankful that he recovered from kidney stones recently, and now has found a job at a factory. We are proud that he is seeking to be a hardworking young man. 

We are thankful for the girls and the progress. June 1st will be Selah’s 13th birthday. We will have a party for her on May 17th. We just painted the girls’ treehouse. Cloudi thinks it is very funny that the outside of the treehouse is a very masculine looking dark blue and gray. However when you crawl into the treehouse you find bright pink everywhere. The girls are trying to finish painting the inside of the treehouse before Selah’s birthday party. Cloudi finds this treehouse is very funny, because our boy neighbors could come and say “Wow what a cool treehouse, but once they crawl in could say “OOH yucky PINK!” Well so far the neighborhood boys have survived the pink.

We are very thankful that the neighborhood kids are joining in rally behind Selah to raise funds for our trip to South Carolina and North Carolina. We praise the Lord that Selah made a lovely cross necklace that was entered into the Texas Jr. Beta Convention. We are excited to report that her necklace won among the top three necklaces from necklaces all over the state so she qualifies to go to the National Jr Beta Convention. I called the Boiling Springs Christian Camp and worked out a plan where Steven will manage things while I travel with Selah for the three days to the convention. We are excited that we will speak and have housing at First Christian Church at Myrtle Beach, South Carolina. The tickets were so expensive that we had to get tickets to fly to Raleigh Durham, North Carolina. Richard Warren, who has been faithfully working on our home, will return to North Carolina to live, so he and his girlfriend, Sharon, will help to give us a ride to and from Myrtle Beach. We look forward to the convention, the fellowship with Richard and Sharon, and the opportunity to share at First Christian Church at Myrtle Beach. We are so thankful for Richard and Sharon’s help with transportation, and the housing that the church is providing. But nonetheless the tickets alone cost 804 dollars. So we have been selling a lot of cookies and lemonade. The neighbors have pitched in to help us. Tomorrow we will have a bake sale/lemonade stand to help with our trip to North Carolina/South Carolina. A judge has given us permission to have the bake sale on the courthouse lawn. Right after school tomorrow, Selah will have this sale. We hope to raise enough money for the airline ticket, gas, and food for that trip. We are also concerned about the price of gas and all the many places that we are traveling this summer, so we pray that if we raise above that amount it can be used for the many travels. Please pray, give, and serve so that we will be enabled to share videos, encourage people with outreaches, and bless people with writing Bible scripts and devotionals.

We are also so proud of both of the girls. Selah is the 3rd Vice President of her 4H club. Selah and Cloudi did marvelous in both county and district 4H events. Cloudi won best of show in the county contest entering a photograph that she took of Selah. Selah and Cloudi won numerous blue ribbons and other good ribbons for the photos on both a county and district level. Both Selah and Cloudi won a best of show ribbon at the district photo contest. Selah won best of show in the color landscape division. Cloudi won best of show in the black and white landscape division. Both Cloudi and Selah did wonderful with their district and country entries in Share the Fun . Selah signed a lovely song called” We live.”  Cloudi did a wonderful job with her funny comedy routine of Charlie Chaplin. Both of these programs have been used as we go on outreaches with the deaf. The deaf love it when the girls share. We will complete videotaping both of these programs for our videotape outreach. Both of the girls did a wonderful job also in the fashion show and food show. We are very proud of the girls. Selah will be attending a grief camp in early May. Cloudi is being challenged to be more assertive in communication with people. Please pray for these girls to continue to love the Lord, and grow in their faith and service. Thank you for your prayers for your missionary family. Your prayers enable us to be strong so that we can be a blessing to others. We appreciate your partnership in the gospel with us. God bless you!

EXPRESSIONS OF EMMANUEL PARTNERS NEEDED:

If you are not already supporting Expressions of Emmanuel, please consider supporting us with your prayers, financial gifts, and acts of service. Please send all financial gifts to Expressions of Emmanuel in care of Hillcrest Christian Church 509 South Graves Street McKinney, Texas 75069. Prayers and financial support really help. We are thankful for the First Christian Church of Hanover, Indiana that featured Expressions of Emmanuel as their mission for the month of March. They prayed and took up offerings during March to help us. They generously gave! Your help is needed too. If you want to volunteer your acts of service or to contact us to come and speak, please contact Vonda Hamilton at 903 449 6328 and or by email vondabland@msn.com  Any increased giving or new financial gifts will really be helpful. Once again thanks for your partnership and generosity!

He is OMNI!! Omnipotent, Omnipresent, and Omniscient! What?

Well often people deaf or hearing struggle with those words and those concepts.  The prefix “Omni” means “all” . The word potent means powerful, so omnipotent means “all powerful” The word “omnipresent” means God is everywhere. God is present everywhere. “Omniscient” means “all knowing;” We want to explain these words and Scriptural truths to deaf people. We plan to do videotape devotions that will illustrate those points. In Isaiah it says that God holds the whole world in the palm of his hand. Steven is a great juggler. We want to either videotape Steven or a professional juggler and show them doing a great job at juggling and then add one too many for them to handle and watch their juggling act fall apart. But we can say God is what? He is Omnipotent, He can hold it all in His hands. He is all powerful.

How do we explain “Omniscient”? We will show huge libraries and explain that God every bit of all the books in all the world and more and that he knows what part of the books is really true and what is false. We will also interview someone that has a photogenic memory and ask them if they know about some fact that they don’t know and then explain that if we only let them read it, that they would be able to memorize the fact, but with God it is different, He already knows all of the facts. God is Omniscient. How do we explain “Omnipresent”? Well we will videotape from the inside and outside of a home and show how the motion detector machine on all four sides of the house works. We will show on videotape how someone or some animal being at one location will trigger the motion detector at different spots around the house to come on. But then we can explain the truth of Psalm 139 that God is everywhere all at the same time. He is not just one place, but everywhere. He is beside us on every side. He is above us. He is below us. There is absolutely no place that God is not present. God is omnipresent. These are examples of some of the visuals that we need to express Biblical truth to deaf people. Please pray for us to be successful in our videotaping and outreaches. Pray that we can surely God is omnipresent, that He is Emmanuel, truly God that is always with us! May we partner together that our all of expressions will be for Emmanuel!

Memorial gift

Memorial gift given by Vicki and Gary Kelley in loving memory of their precious son, Christopher Kelley. ( Thanks so much!)

Serving in China?

We have been asked to serve in China for a couple of months in the summer of 2009, so if the Lord provides, we will be happy to go and serve there. Pray for Lord’s will to be done in that situation and in all that we do!  There are other missionaries that are wanting to figure out how the different sign languages in China are used. Maybe we can also research that region of China to help future mission works to know how to approach ministry with the appropriate sign language. If we are supposed to help, we believe that the Lord will provide for this and the many things that the Lord is leading us to do!! God used ravens to feed Elijah, so I know God can take care of you and me!

