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Stateside Whirlwind Tour

(The making of a quilt)

What does the Space Shuttle, Liberty Bell, Statue of Liberty, 14,110 feet above sea level, 85 feet below the earth’s surface, five weeks of summer camp, 4,000 deaf people and 3,000,000 bats have in common?...All of theses random things are tied together as a result of our summer ’07 mission trip.  They are just a few of the magnificent things we experienced in our travels. 


If we were to make a patch quilt with all that took place this summer, it would be a wonderful and colorful abstract design of God’s creation.  Vonda and I felt God leading us in every step.  This summer was a great experience for the girls, Selah 12 and Cloudi 11, to see so many great places (15 states), from the summit of Pike’s Peak in Colorado Springs to the Alabaster Caverns somewhere under Oklahoma.  But without a doubt, the most enjoyable of all our experiences were the people that loved on us along the way. Every time we went to a new summer camp, VBS, church and host house it was the same response from the girls, “we don’t want to leave!  We’re going to miss you so much!”  And this was consistently the case.  Both made great new friends across the country, as did we.  It is the people that make up the yarn of our quilt, Vonda and I thank you for all you have done for us.  Without each person being a servant, doing what God has asked them to do, our quilt would just be a heap of patches, with no unity or purpose.  Each of you are that “three-strand” yarn.  Without your prays, support and love, Expressions of Emmanuel would be a stagnant entity, which is what the devil would like to see.


V-O-W, our Video, Outreach & Writing projects have been in full bloom this summer.  VIDEO, once again we have been able to capture God’s nature on video as Vonda signs her songs on location.  God has blessed me to video historic sites, immense country sides, and beautiful nature, but none as beautiful as Vonda, as she pours out her heart and soul in sign language.  She not only has a love and talent to show deaf people God’s love, but also a passion to do so.  She will tell you more about the deaf convention in NYC, but for me, seeing 4,000 deaf people all together in this city was eye opening.  To say the least, there is a “real need” for a video outreach such as what we are doing.  God willing, we will have a product to distribute before too long.  Along with our volunteer editor, Josh Smith, I will now be adding to our video library with my own editing.  As I have enjoyed telling people this summer, as far as the video element goes, “we are just now throwing the snowball over the cliff to see the effects of what will happen”.  The best is yet to come.  Amen!  

 “Let us shine, O Lord!”  

This is my prayer for me, my family, for you and all of our Christian family.  

This summer we traveled in 15 states, and did MUCH videotaping in most of these places.  When we were out in nature videotaping our songs, Bible lessons, and devotionals in front of interesting spots or gorgeous demonstrations of God’s handiwork, we prayed, “God shine on us”.  God please let the sun and THE SON illumine thru this message.  When the sun is right, the videotaping is so much more of a clear and effective tool of encouragement or witness.  So we need the sun.  There were often times that the clouds were rolling in and we would pray and see the sun mightily break thru the clouds.  I felt the light of God shining on me, smiling down so as to say, “Tell it, tell it that I am the best, in the good and bad, you could find nothing or anyone better.”  With many tears I write this, for it is true, there is nothing better than the love of God.  Many of us are blessed to know it, we must tell it!  Many of us, who know that love of God, feel beaten down by the disappointments, wounds, and struggles, just like the warrior in my husband’s writing.  We all need encouragement.  

As we videotaped, sometimes we were so tired, but we couldn’t miss the awesome opportunity of proclaiming God’s love.  We cried out as Psalm 4:6 says, “Many are asking, who can show us any good?  Let the light of Your face shine upon us, O Lord.”  One day after church in McKinney, we went to videotape at Dallas’ Thanksgiving Square and just as we were approaching, a storm rolled in.  We arrived there and prayed, read Scripture, and waited while some slept.  One hour later the clouds lifted, the storm left and we had two hours of wonderful sun.  God shined down on us.  

In life we have those storms, so challenging we can’t understand, but God will bring us to victory eventually. All summer long, we prayed, “God help us bring encouragement to people. Please help us share your truth.”  I remember God blessed us to go to Pike’s Peak and video several devotionals and six songs.  We were on the mountain for five hours.  We prayed God make our weary bodies, a drink offering unto you.  He gave us amazing strength, to get the job done.  Sometimes we would arrive at locations at odd times and that was just the time someone was there to help us get the job done.  

We had challenges, and in life all of us have so many varied challenges, but we must press on.  As we look, God is weaving His lovely tapestry in our lives.  We were in Florida and met a dear friend and prayer warrior.  We commented in awe about her lovely butterfly finger puppet. “Where did you get that?”  Her response, “My mother gave that to me when I was young, she died five years ago.”  “I don’t know where you get them,” I responded quickly, “Oh no problem, we will find one some day!”  Later, I received a very thick envelope with this lovely butterfly all wrapped up in there with a note saying, “I know you’ll use this for Jesus!”  

That is one example of the multitude of generosity giving to us this summer.  Later in Missouri, we were videotaping in front of some rough crosses in a field, and as we finished three songs and a couple of devotionals, Steven found a gigantic caterpillar.  I was instantly thrilled and we did a devotional with our little finger puppet and our live caterpillar, about the fact that there is new life in Christ.  May we all be shiny and tell it, tell it, tell it that in Jesus, there is life.  Deuteronomy 30:19b “I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses, now choose life.”  May we proclaim His love, and hold on to His hand, and LIVE!

Thanks to everyone who helped us.  We left on May 23rd and we finished our journeys on August 28th and then we videotaped on Labor Day weekend something that we had missed earlier in the summer.  We enjoyed everyone and all of it.  Thanks for the housing, food, help with transportation, prayers, financial gifts, other gifts (like the finger puppet butterfly) help with videotaping, help with entertaining the girls while we videotaped, laundry, words of encouragement, Ann More...We are also thankful for all of the free/reduced price tickets that businesses gave us so that we could videotape at their location.  Some places were free to videotape at, except that you had to have permission.  So we thank God for the granting of permission to videotape at so many sites.  These are some of the places that we videotaped: 

Daytona Beach, the Daytona Speedway, Cocoa Beach, NASA, Dayspring, The Wycliffe Bible Translators Museum and gardens, many sites in St. Augustine, FL, two major lighthouses in Florida, the Oklahoma City bombing site, Precious Moments in MO, the praying hands in Webb City, MO, field with crosses at Maranatha Bible Camp, the Alabaster Caverns, All over Freedom, OK, the Mother’s Day Memorial in West Virginia, Tygart Lake State Dam, WV, Bear Mountain, WV, Independence Hall, The Liberty Bell, PA, The Brotherly Love Park and The game piece park in Philly, the steps at the Philadelphia Museum of Art, the Palo Duro Canyon, TX, The Cross at Groom, TX, Santa Fe, NM train, Oldest Church, Camel Rock, NM, Sandia Peak, Pikes Peak, the Glen Eyrie Castle, the Garden of the Gods, Cheyenne Mountain Zoo, Seven Falls, Manitou Cliff Dwellings, The Cave of the Winds, Cripple Creek and Victor Narrow Gauge Train, Mollie Kathleen Gold Mine, The Royal Gorge Bridge and Train, Times Square, The Statue of Liberty, Grand Central Station, in front of Cathedrals in NYC, Ground “0” site of twin towers, NYC nightlights, NYC street scenes, Battery Park, the South Seaport, the Empire State Building, Rockefeller Center , two beautiful caves in Indiana, a cross in a field at the MCR Ranch and Camp, “The Spirit of Jefferson” paddle boat, Edward’s Plateau in TX, 3 million bats near Fredericksburg, TX, Thanksgiving Square, Dallas, Sows and 60 itty bitty piglets, a donkey at the Quiet Ranch, hummingbirds, and Enchanted Rock, TX…Wow!  

Selah and Cloudi both helped sign a couple of songs. Selah helped with a small portion of a song called “Celebrate this heartbeat”.  She was given the gift of a free ride on Royal Gorge’s “Sky coaster”. This is a free fall tower that sweeps you 50 mph to hang momentarily over 1,200 feet above the Arkansas River. We videotaped Selah signing the word “Celebrate” to add to a song.  Selah loved it.  It scared mama (me) to death, just to watch.  

Both of the girls did a great job participating in videotaping and loving people all summer long. We are very thankful for all the help we received and all that God allowed us to do. We pray that all the videotaping will lead people to love God and celebrate life.  In all of our travels, we had some targeted Bible lessons, planned, but sometimes God blessed us by putting things in front of us to consider, ‘what Bible lesson or devotional can be made with this’, and then God would bless us with wisdom and creative thought.  

For example, we were leaving Edward’s plateau, and we wanted to videotape some sheep for a Bible lesson about the Shepard.  We asked the owners of the sheep for permission to do the video and explained our purpose of making sign language devotionals.  The lady said, “Well if you need visuals, we have some sows with 60 brand new piglets.”  I said, “That will be great.”  In my mind all the while saying, “hmm now what kind of point are you going to make with pigs, hmm all animals are declared clean in the book of Acts, hmm the Jews don’t even like pigs, I mean Jesus cast evil spirits into swine, that won’t work, these are cute little babies. 

Okay, Lord, we only have a few minutes here so you are going to have to provide some quick brilliance on me, I know when I see these pigs they will be a precious visual, but what to say that expresses faith???”  Selah picked up the squealing runt piglet and showed me, I glanced at it and the huge sows and their hungry babies.  I ran to the car to get my Bible, praying all the while, “Lord lay some brilliance on me.”  I turned to my concordance and saw the reference for this verse.  First Peter 2:2, “Like newborn babes, crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”  That was the perfect picture of these crying little piglets.  They wanted that milk so badly, so we showed the runt, explained the concept.  Selah had a great idea to put the little pig on the Bible showing how we should hunger for God’s word.  It was cute but a great visual and I believe God will make it very effective.

Some people might think that some of our devotions are unusual.  Dan Corbin, cowboy son of God, when bringing his deaf friend to our mission presentation said, “Hey I loved your cowgirl stuff with Jonah, but when I saw your devotion in Philly, pretend boxing on the steps of the Philly Museum of Art, trying to bring across the point that even more than the mere character of Rocky in the movie, we in Jesus Christ can do all things that He wants us to do.  I thought this is weird, but then when my deaf friend seated next to me got excited and related to the point”, I said, “Well, whatever works to the glory of God.”  Thanks Dan, for being honest and telling us that story.  We are so thankful to God for all the visual opportunities he gave us and we pray that all of the footage will just bring GLORY TO GOD!

Licenses for Songs

Thanks to all who generously gave this summer.  We did videotape more songs, and with that requires more licenses on the songs.  Please continue to pray and give as we will begin to purchase more licenses as the funds become available.  Our new deaf friend, Tracy Harris has said that she might be able to do some volunteer computer work for the applications of licenses.  Our support raising volunteer, Cindy Jester is looking for people who could help us with the computer work for the license applications.  Please continue to pray and give towards this important project to bring praise, worship and encouraging ASL visual songs to the eyes and hearts of the deaf.  Much support is still needed.  If there is anyone who would like to do the paperwork of license application, please contact Vonda at 903 449 6328 or Cindy at 806 683 2339.

Mission Support Enthusiast Volunteer

When we were in Amarillo, I cried out to Lord, “God, you know that we really need help in raising support.  In order to get the mission goals accomplished, we do need the support, so could you please provide someone to help us do that.”  It was just a little “cry out”, holler groaning, but was sincere.  The next day when visiting the home of our Amarillo hosts, Cindy said, “I know you really need to raise mission support, I’d like to help you do it.”  I said, “Praise God!”  Cindy wants to proclaim that she is new at this and does not really have any experience in doing so, but she wants to help, and all of us know what God does with us (His clay) when we are willing.  So I praise the Lord for Dale and Cindy Jester.  Please contact them if you have any ideas or want to partner in support raising.  Cindy would be happy to talk to anyone with any ideas.  Her number is 806 683 2339.  Thanks again, Cindy and Dale! Thanks to everyone for their rallying of support so that we can share the Gospel message with everyone especially the Deaf.

Barbra Phillips Volunteer Extraordinaire and With God Mama is a Spiritual Millionaire!

This summer we left missions correspondence that came to our house, PO Box, and email box into the hands of Barbra Phillips.  Barbra was paid for 23.5 hours a week by the state to take care of my mom, but because we are missionaries, she volunteered all the other hours to mom’s care.  Because mom struggles with dementia, she could not be left alone whatsoever, so Barbra committed to caring for Mama 24/7.  She did that too, and she did it with the passion and love of Jesus.  Her husband, Terry has also been an incredible support as he let his wife live in our house with mom.  Terry is a cheerful Godly, legally blind man who is searching diligently for an opportunity to work.  Both Barbra and Terry have prayed and served tirelessly.  Barbra was with mom when they thought she was having a heart attack, and when the nurse said that she needed to be put into a special facility.  We really wanted to keep mom at home, because that had always been my mom’s wish, but when the Christian nurse said that it was not possible any longer, I had to agree from afar.  I was able to return from Oklahoma for one day to help with some paper work, but it was my sister, brother, brother in law, and Barbra that helped mom make the transition into a very fine facility, the Clyde Cosper State Veteran’s home.  

You see even in this, God knew my heart could not have been able to do it, so God took it out of my hands.  I am still the power of attorney for my mother and while in town we are visiting her, loving her, and keeping a watchful eye on her.  But when this transition had to occur, God took me away so that it could happen.  In many ways, my mama is her very intelligent full of faith and love self, and yet in other ways the disease has taken part of her.  But the most important part of her remains: faith, hope, and love!  Since we have been back, we have had the opportunity to take her out to church twice and when driving down the road just as always so spontaneously and sincerely as she has always said, she proclaims “God is SO GOOD!”  You know the other beautiful part of the story is that my mama was heartbroken, when my father left us for adultery when I was five, that deep betrayal left wounds difficult to describe, she as most all of us do, always longed for someone to love her as a friend unconditionally.  Well she has a best friend in the facility, and this former minister, a wonderful Christian man has become her best friend there.  It is all very innocent and sweet, but it is true friendship love.  So even in her struggles with dementia, God has done his wonderful work.  Mama has always loved the story of Job.  I know I have seen the blessings of God’s restoration in my life and now amazingly even with dementia, I see some lovely restoration in the life of my mom.  Who would think? Can anyone understand the mind of God?  Impossible!  He healed her of cancer, yet she still has dementia.  She struggled so much in her life and still does, but God grants her friendship.  As my mom has often unashamedly proclaimed, “God is SO Good and so faithful!”  Let us trust Him!! (Torrent of tears stains this newsletter, gratefulness to God!) I am so thankful that on October 28th, we will celebrate mom’s 75th birthday.  Spiritually mom is truly a millionaire.  What better riches are there! 

     Back to Barbra, she volunteered caring for mama, our pets, made phone calls, mailed our bills to us to pay, secured additional rental cars and airline tickets needed, gathered house supplies that were donated, welcomed Lamasco Baptist Church group, who did some lovely painting in part of the kitchen, dining room, and part of the hall. (Thanks LBC!  It is lovely!) Welcomed the electrician who installed special light alarms for Cloudi, helped Andres complete financial paper for college, helped us complete organizing all of our receipts and expenditures for income taxes, etc….I cannot accurately even explain how sacrificial they have been unto the glory of God!  Barbra is now working two jobs caring for two other elderly ladies, and yet she comes just as often as she can to help us.  We really depend upon her help.  Pray for God to mightily bless the Phillips as they are a testament of what true Christian service really is.  Thanks Barbra and Terry for all your help.  They, like you, are partners that enable us to proclaim that precious news of Jesus’ love!!  Thank you all so very much!!

Deaf Outreaches

This summer were blessed to visit with many different sizes of deaf groups from one or two of our deaf friends in Boise City, OK or Colorado Springs, to 4000 to 5000 in New York City.  We were blessed to meet our deaf Christian friends in Colorado, Oklahoma, and New Mexico.  We sought to be an encouragement to them, and we know that they were an encouragement to us.  Please pray for the small percentage of the deaf community that are Christians to be encouraged and strengthened.  We pray that some of our video materials will be an encouragement to those that are Christians, “to hang in there” and continue to keep up the “the good fight of faith”.  Please pray for our deaf friends, Angie Milbern in Boise City as she looks for a new job.  Please pray for Tom Taggert of Albuquerque who desperately needs an interpreter so that he can better understand at church.  Please pray for Savanna of Colorado Springs as she begins a program for college age deaf students.  Please pray for our long time friends, the Westlakes and the Huffs (their adult kids) as they are witness to the deaf community. Please pray for Gerry as she has some health struggles.  We also met Ron in Indiana.  He just recently lost his wife and is looking for a job.  Please pray for him as he struggles with his loss.  We visited with three other churches that had or wanted to start deaf ministries, and we sought to encourage them in their work. 

South Street Seaport Deaf Festival, NYC August 19

What an awesome day!  We were blessed to have a Christian family in New York City take care of us.  Marie Soriano and her family, and other friends, Sonia and Henry very graciously hosted us at their home.  Brother Ephraim Flores and his friends and other church family gave us rides to and from the airport and to the festival.  Lucyanne Conte gave us a ride at the end of the festival, provided us with a lovely supper, and took us to video the night lights.  Marie took care of the girls so that we could focus on the outreach.  Truly there was somewhere between 4 to 5 thousand deaf people from all over the Northeast who gathered at the South Street Seaport. Among the booths there, we were the only Christian based booth.  There was one store booth that did sell a couple of religious signing books.  Two Christian churches came and were there among the people to show God’s love and be ready to minister.  Numerous people from two major false teaching groups were there mingling with the people.  One group has produced many DVDs with their false teaching that they distribute at no cost.  Many people came and looked at the videos.  Some videos were distributed there.  We saw many hearts interested and open to God’s word.  We saw others who were resistant as their hearts are hard and they had bad experiences with false teachings that make them resistant to the true Gospel. We were able to talk one on one to many people.  We sought to encourage them in life and faith.

We were blessed to meet other sweet people who too have been involved in video productions.  We were able to visit with a few Christians that were very encouraging and that we were able to encourage.  This is something that we want to continue to do.  We want to go to where the people are, and share the tools God has given us with the videos and be there to share one on one testimony with people too.  We had three video monitors running at the same time.  It was very much like the festival last spring in Tyler, Texas just so much bigger.  I was also able to meet with a deaf young woman, Lisa and her family that I had ministered to in the 80’s; it was encouraging to see them.  Please pray for Lisa and her mother, Molly, as they seek to follow the Lord. 

Once again, I saw extremely different responses, some deaf people because of exposure to false teaching, just wanted nothing to do with anything about the Bible, while others were thrilled and extremely hungry to “Hear” of God.  It was also clear that some people really had never “Seen” the good news.  Thanks for your partnership in the Gospel. Please pray for many to come to know Jesus!

My New friend in Bonham

God has just blessed our family with a new deaf friend, Tracy.  Tracy is a lovely deaf woman.  She is new to Bonham and is trying to get involved in the community.  She will join us on Wednesday nights for the women’s Bible study group and sign language classes.  Tracy is very good with the computer, so she hopes to do some volunteer work for Expressions of Emmanuel.  She is going to join Cloudi and me as we ride horses each week with Hannah’s Horseshoes of Hope, a local equine therapy group that has blessed my family with lessons for the last few years.  Tracy may join us sometimes to go to church in McKinney as well.  Tracy has a great love for Jesus; please pray for her as God is leading her with so many new blessings and challenges in her move.  I am so thankful for her friendship.  She is considering signing up to be a substitute helper for Cloudi when Cloudi’s interpreter is absent from school.  We are so thankful for Tracy!

Sympathy Extended

Our sympathy goes out to Shirley Webb and her two adult sons, John and Ricky Webb and their families, and to the whole Webb family.  Just this last week, long time elder, Hubert Webb graduated to heaven.  Our sympathy goes out to the whole Cache Christian Church as Hubert was a profound influence on that church, (his sons whom one is the minister, John,) and to the whole community.  I remember when I was a girl seeing Hubert as one of the elders who was always faithful to the Church.  We love you Cache Christian Church.

Sympathy Extended to Dumas Christian Church in the loss of Lad Boothby

This last Spring God took home one of his sons, Lad Boothby.  Personally Lad was very kind and helpful to us in our mission work.  He was the minister at North Plains Christian Church, one of our supporters.  The weeks before Lad passed away, he continued to preach the message of “Marantha”.  (Lord Jesus, come quickly!)  Praise the Lord, Lad is joyfully celebrating with Jesus now.  Our sympathy goes out to his family and to the church.  We are grateful that the baton can be passed on to another faithful son of God, Sam White.  Friends, mission supporters (cartoon expert that helps with our Bible lesson drawings) Sam and Martha White are now in Dumas ministering.  Pray for their new ministry there in Dumas!  May God bless as HE helps us persevere.  I videotaped a song with Lad in mind.  This song talks about heaven.  I hope to do a short devotional in the Amarillo area in a couple of weeks, really emphasizing that Scripture about Marantha.

Upcoming Major Trips 

We were very desirous of going to the Holy Land.  If the Lord were to drop the funds into our lap and say “GO!”, then we would not argue and we would go, but since the expense is so great to go, we have been looking into alternatives to possibly accomplish what we want to do.  We want visual Biblically accurate backdrops to share several Bible stories.  The Great Passion Play in Eureka Springs, Arkansas has said that they will let us come videotape.  So we will try to do that in November, 2007 and May 2008.  We are still in touch with Dr. Mark Zeis of Ohio about his Holy Land trip, so if the Lord provides a way and so leads we still know of a very dependable Biblically accurate led tour. 

Next summer we are missionaries for Boiling Springs Christian Service Camp from May 27th to June 28th.  We may have some openings after that to share in some camps and VBS programs.  We however very much desire to help in a major deaf mission outreach. We had planned to devote one to two months to a China deaf mission outreach.  We are still checking on the details of that outreach, as we found out that their school session may limit the amount of time that we would have with the deaf students.  We have heard of needs in Serbia and Ecuador.  We do know that we want to dedicate a major amount of time to a deaf outreach.  Please pray for God to provide the funds for that outreach and the direction to which outreach we should focus upon

.

Steven’s Dad, Retired Colonel James Hamilton comes to visit.

We are busy around our house also trying to spruce up and clean after a long absence from our home and plenty of overflowing suitcases being hauled back home.  We are also preparing our bags for other small trips this fall.  Please pray for our dad, James Hamilton as he comes to visit.  He will stay in the room where mom had stayed and we just pray that he will have a rewarding time here.  He will come on October 9th, right before Steven’s birthday on the 12th, and in time for the Fannin County Fair.

Imperative House Repairs Scheduled

As per the advice of the Lamasco church, our house must be leveled or all the work that teams come to help us do on the house will be worthless.  So we began to search for someone honest, dependable, and reasonable to level the house.  Next week this gentleman will begin his repairs.  We will have to pay this large debt off in the next several months.  Pray for all of this to go well.  We also discovered in our having the alarms installed for Cloudi that the electricity in our home is not properly up to date, which could be risky.  The Highland Meadows Christian Church has donated 3,000 dollars towards this project.  Thanks HMCC for the help with the electric.  We will get estimates on the cost for this electrical update.  We do not know the total cost as of yet, but please just pray for God to care for the need.  Thanks to Dale Day for mowing the mission house grass.  Thanks to all the churches and individuals that have come to work on the mission house.  Crosspointe Christian church of Albuquerque hopes to come again, but is not certain when they can.  If you or your church group would like to focus on a mission house project, please just let us know.  Contact Steve at 903 449 6893. Thanks for your prayers, support, and help.

Videotaping, Outreach, and Mission Presentations this fall!

We are excited to soon visit the Central Christian church of Wichita Falls, TX.  We will speak at their Sunday morning service. Thanks to Jay and Lisa White, who we met at Camp Sooner, for getting this planned.  We will also be going to Covenant Christian Church in New Mexico and will be sharing in their mission month.  We are thankful for these churches and their desire to partner with us in sharing Jesus.  We pray to be an encouragement to them.  We will also be sharing a gathering of combined churches once again in southern Indiana.  There will be a deaf group also present at this gathering. We are thankful for their desire to also partner with our ministry. Pray that we can be a blessing to the deaf and hearing as well in Indiana.

Please pray as we will be sharing at the Arizona Deaf Festival on September 29th.  As far as we know by those registered we are the only Christian booth scheduled to be there.  Please pray for God to bless as we reach out on that day.  On September 30th we will seek to help a deaf mission outreach of a local Christian Church. 

We will be teaching three small sign language classes.  We pray that these classes draw people closer to Jesus, help them learn to sign, and use their sign language to share God’s love.

I will be interpreting on Wednesday nights for a women’s Bible Study, and when we are in McKinney, at our overseeing church, we will be interpreting and sometimes sharing special music or drama as well.  

We will be videotaping again in the Groom and Amarillo, TX area, there are a few more songs I want to do and several Bible devotionals.  Please pray for the leadership of the Holy Spirit in all of these video projects.  We will be videotaping there on October 4th and 5th.  We will videotape on October 6th in Albuquerque, NM at the balloon festival again.  We will videotape as the balloons take off and then as they land.  The WWJD balloon will let me tether up in their balloon and do some signing.  Brother Scott Devore will once again help us scurry into the New Mexico Mountains to videotape a song about Jesus’ sacrifice on the “Wonderful Cross” with a natural cross that is in the side of the mountains.  Please pray for the clouds to cooperate with us on October 6th, so that the natural cross will be seen!!  We look forward to being with Covenant Church during the service on the 7th.  Please pray for them to have a real blessed revival in their mission month of October!

National Missionary Convention

We look forward to attending this to network with other missionaries in other countries and areas of the USA.  Dan Corbin and the folks at the C.A.M.P. at MCR are going to share an area of their booth.  Thanks Dan and MCR!  They will help us with housing and transportation as well.  We will share with deaf people and hearing people in Southern Indiana that weekend as well.  Pray for God’s blessings on the convention, outreach, and mission presentation.

Character Development Program

This is something that God is really helping to work on developing.  In the last couple of months, we have purchased many important teaching tools, unique stuffed animal puppets that the girls and Steven can help me use, while I sign and interesting points about the animal and apply that to our lives.  What can we learn from the character of that animal and about what God tells us He wants to do in our lives?  For some simple examples, the Bible refers to “ants” to teach use about hard work, “sloth’s” to teach us not be lazy, and “sparrows” to teach us to trust in Him.  He teaches us that God sent a bird that is typically a terrible parent, the “raven”* to feed the prophet, Elijah.  At the Cheyenne Mountain Zoo we were able to videotape many live animals.  I was even able to go into the room with the Black footed African Penguins and talk about their qualities as good caring parents, and that God has called humans to do just that, be faithful parents.  The Lord has blessed me with many ideas to use these puppets, live visuals in our video programs for Bible lessons.  As well as I want to develop a curriculum that will teach “Character Development” lessons that could be taught in the schools, and then have at local churches straightforward Bible teaching  with a similar curriculum.  This would allow me to teach good principles in school programs and hope that students would decide to attend a local deaf church or ministry and learn more, and there at the church learn of Jesus who can really change your character!  Please pray for this.  There is a lot in my mind that needs to be put on paper and then do a promotional video to give us the opportunity to get into schools and churches.  Please pray for that!

Praise the Lord.  We prayed for a candle in the shape of a mountain to be donated!!  Well we got one!  Thanks to a Texas candle company and your prayers.  We want to emphasize the Scripture “The mountains melt like WAX before the Lord” We will do a time generated recording of the mountain candle melting to emphasize the power of God! Thanks for your prayers!  Nothing is too small or too BIG for GOD!

*Correction: “I read some commentaries that said that ravens were bad parents. In the German language when you saw someone is a raven parent, they are a bad parent, but actually most ravens are good parents, so the devotionals that we

did about ravens will have to have a couple of lines omitted about ravens

being bad parents.  Those who have the devotional with the comments that raven are bad parents can get a revised copy of that devotion when we get it done. I really regret that I made that mistake however the Bible lesson is rock solid and built upon God's word.”

-Vonda

Lovely Flowers Growing in our Garden

Just yesterday Steve and Cloudi went wild cutting down trees, bushes, and flowers that were out of control, too big for the area, and not welcomed to the front of our house.  This extraction of most of the plants and greenery at the very front of our house was much needed.  We hope to plant some lovely flowers there some day.  But in the meantime don’t feel sorry for us, thanks be to God we have two lovely flowers growing right here in our home, their names are Selah and Cloudi!  They both make us so very proud.  They get lovelier by the day.  They have been devoted members of the mission team this summer.  Both are back in school and doing very well.  One really cute highlight of our summer was when the Captain of the ‘Spirit of Jefferson’ ship let Selah drive for a long while.  Cloudi was welcomed to do so as well, but preferred watching how the three different helms would take turns moving.  Well please pray for us as we raise the girls that Jesus will be the Captain of our family, our mission work, and our individual lives.  Steven is such a wonderful husband, father, and partner in the mission work.  We are so blessed to have him in our lives!  Thank you, God! 

Selah is third Vice President of her 4H club.  She is making A’s.  She is involved in also FCA, Jr. FFA, and the Beta Club.  She has been practicing her Spanish with me again as she has a new hunger to learn it, so she can be a friend to a fellow student that doesn’t speak English.  She will be entering two rabbits, some photography, and artwork into the fair.  She won best of show in the Youth Art show this summer in her age bracket. (With a photo of books)  She will be participating in the Duchess contest of the county fair and will share a Christian song, “We live” (by the Super chicks) Please pray for her to grow in her God- confidence.  Please pray that she will have a strong witness with this powerful song of hope.  Selah loves basketball and is so excited to play.  She enjoys being 12 and a 7th grader!!

Cloudi is doing so well too.  Her school remarks on how much she has grown mentally over the summer.  Traveling teaches you so much.  She is making good grades in school.  She is excited to study about idioms.  Please pray for her in desire and goal to read better.  She is doing great.  She is involved in 4H, Jr. FFA, gymnastics, and equine therapy.  She will show one rabbit, some artwork, and photographs at the county fair.  She will be doing a wholesome fun loving drama of Charlie Chaplin for her talent portion on the Princess contest.  Pray for her too to increase in her God-confidence and to be a witness for Jesus.  This last spring she won best of show at the 4H county photography show.  

As we said before we have so many people to thank who blessed the girls with love and attention while we videotaped.  Now once again this fall there are people who will love on them while we are working.  We are thankful for the Phillips, the Irvins, and Courtney Burton who will help us with the girls.  We are thankful to our buddy, Louis Pollaro who will drive them in his convertible in the parade as they participate in the Princess and Duchess contests. 

Cloudi, Selah, and Papa had “way too much fun” doing the Story of King Solomon as God gave wisdom to know the true mother of the baby.  Well the girls dramatized the two women.  Papa was King Solomon.  This was an approved dramatic fight over the baby!  They sure had fun!  They did a great job.  We enjoy reaching out with presentations and love as a whole family, pray for us as prepare more dramas such as these for other deaf outreaches.

Our family also wants to go and visit with grandma at the Texas State Veterans Home and do formal and informal programs for the patients in the Dementia and Alzheimer’s unit.  We have enjoyed doing this already.  We have brought our new puppets to show the residents and this will help us as we prepare for doing future programs in the deaf schools and churches.  We are still in the process of learning many facts about the wondrous creatures that God has created.  Grandma and other residents can learn right along with us and this will help us fully prepare.  Unfortunately we have been told because those patients struggle with mental challenges, people rarely visit them.  We don’t want to give up on mama or forget the other residents who live there, so we will go and it will help us be better prepared to minister to the deaf later as well.  Pray for us to be a blessing there as well.

 God blessed us this summer during our week in town, to have Andres come visit for July 4th.  He is busy at college, and tells us he is studying hard.  We don’t see him much, but we love him.  Please pray for him to become like the mighty oak of Lebanon, to be as Psalm 1 puts it, “a tree planted by streams of water.”  Only God can do that in our lives.  Only each one of us can choose.  I pray that you and I and our families, and the nations of this world can choose “JESUS”.  Choosing Life and life more abundantly!  We love you! God bless you! Love in Jesus, 

Steven and Vonda Hamilton and Selah and Cloudi

ROAD WARRIOR

I cried out in pain as the red hot steel of the arrow’s tip penetrated my side, leaving an open wound that I was sure to be fatal.  I pushed myself up from the jagged rocks of the trail.  I knelt on my bloody knees looking up to find its source, only to see more arrows heading toward me.  “Oh God!  No!”  Was all I had time to say or do before they were within striking distance.  I fell on my face again, reopening wounds from before.  The arrows only nicked my shoulder blades on this pass, but still the glowing red tips scorched my skin.  I had survived this strike, but was sure to perish without protection.   


Wiping blood from my eyes I looked around to see others in the same helpless situation.  Some, if not all, were in worse shape as the flaming arrows rained down.  I thought to myself, “Why aren’t they using their weapons?  Why don’t they stand behind their shields and fight?”  I thought theses things as I lay feeble.  Who was I to say “fight”?  Then I realized what had happened to me and why I was down here in the muck.  I had fallen from the security of the mountain side, where I had been fighting the evil with great success.  Thinking back, trying to find the beginning of the end.  I remember feeling a little weary, thinking I needed a break; something about putting down my sword and just playing defense, not moving upward to victory.  Not pushing forward. Not reaching out to my brothers.  Groaning to myself, I was feeling sorry for myself.  It was then that it hit me; I had had the good life.  I had the abundance.  Look at me now I thought.  What a goof!  But I didn’t have time to wait and think.  I had to move, the evil darts are on their way as I speak.  


I felt a fervor that I hadn’t felt for some time, was it days, months, or years?  I didn’t know, all I knew was I had to act fast.  I heard God’s voice pointing my sees to a pile of rocks.  Under them I saw the edge of my shield.  I had to get there.  Jumping to my feet, I began to scurry on my fatigued and bloody legs.  After a few steps I was struck in the helmet by an arrow, which bounced off.  I smiled, but was struck by another arrow in the thigh, bringing me crashing down like a rag doll.  I was so close to protection, my shield.  With all my energy I stretched out my arm, pulling me closer, I felt as if it was going to tear loose from my body.  As I screamed in pain, I scratched and clawed my way to my shield, knowing with a little faith I could overcome this debauchery…  


Heaven had opened its heavenly light onto me as I stood boldly with shield in battered hand.  Power and strength was rushing through my body as I now ran across the battle field.  The blazing arrows targeted me as their prize, but they seemed to move in slow motion now.  I wheeled my mighty shield, blocking each one as if they were only darts tossed by an infant.  I yelled, screamed and pulled others to their feet as we headed to the mountains edge, where my sword awaits.  “Get up and fight!  Use the faith that God has given you!  Stand tall!  Wield that sword and cut down the evil ones!”  I cried.  


My sword lay on the ground like a forgotten ruby.  It looked out of place in this wasteland, but that’s were it belonged, but only in the hands of its master.  Time seemed to stand still as I stood gazing upon this precious word.  How could I have misplaced such a phenomenal tool?  I was a fool!  I knelt down, “forgive me Jesus”, I mourned.  I picked up my weapon, turned toward the evil and began to fight.  I now felt complete, unstoppable, and I proved it as I slashed away.  I sliced through the countless arrows that had impaled my shield, cutting the weight in half.  Lighter than air I scrambled up the mountain, bringing many other warriors with me.  We were a squad on the move, helping others along the way.  I looked up the mountain and knew I had a long way to go.  I was not faint, for I knew I was going to make it, for now I had on the full armor of God.            

Expressions of Emmanuel Calendar

September 22-23 Central Christian Church, Wichita Falls

September 19 Interpret for a women’s Bible study

September 26th Sign Language class

September 27- October1st Arizona Deaf Festival and church outreach

October 3rd - 8th Videotaping in Groom/Amarillo, Texas, meeting with the Jesters,  videotaping at Covenant Christian, videotaping in New Mexico.  

October 10 Sign language class   

October 17th Interpret for a women’s Bible study

October 24th Sign language class

November 7th Interpret for a women’s Bible study

November 14th 28th 30th Sign Language class 

November – Missouri, videotaping Bible lessons, songs, and devotionals with Holy Land replicas, and speaking to two churches in the area, will also be working with a young Christian man desiring to use video to serve the Lord. 

November 14th -18th National Missionary Convention, and speaking to a group of deaf and hearing people in Indiana. 

December 5th 7th 14th 21st Sign Language class                                                                                   

May 27th- June 28 Boiling Springs Christian Service Camp 

Expressions of Emmanuel

PO Box 62, Ector, TX  75439, 903.583.6143, cell: 903.449.6328

Email: vondabland@msn.com

Hillcrest Christian Church

509 S Graves St 

McKinney, TX  75069

Phone: 972.542.6070
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