“Hitting the Road” “Hitting the Nail on the Head” “Hit the Mark”, “Hits the Spot ”, Mission Outreaches and Videotaping Tour “A Real Hit”

Often idioms are challenging. When I was only three, my mother teased me and said “Vonda, let’s hit the road!” My mom of course meant “let’s go someplace.”                  I got a skillet and came to the roadside and began to bang the road with my skillet. But I have done a lot of “hitting the road” since then. We certainly have 
 “hit the road” a lot this year since our last newsletter.  But I would have to say that we did “hit the nail on the head “, and “hit the mark” of course meaning we were able to accomplish our goals. It did “Hit the spot”, meaning it was satisfying like a cool drink when you are thirsty. Our mission outreaches and videotaping tour was a real success and we truly enjoyed all the folks that we met. It was “a real hit” just like a #1 popular song is a hit. Our travels were great, because we saw the Lord use us again and again. We also saw the Lord working in the lives of so many of our brothers and sisters in Christ that we were privileged to meet and see. It is completely impossible to satisfactorily thank everyone that helped us and made our mission outreach and video tour successful. Heartfelt thanks to everyone who helped!! We appreciated the blessings of visiting with brothers and sisters in Christ in all of the following areas: McKinney, TX;  Denison, TX; Eureka Springs, AR( we made two trips to videotape at the Great Passion Play, and the New Holy Land Tour with the Henady family); Joplin, MO; Aurora, MO; Savoy, TX; Woodward, OK; Boise City, OK (with also Dumas, TX friends); Beaver, OK; Laverne, OK; Myrtle Beach, SC;  Sapulpa & Tulsa, OK; Glen Rose, TX; LeRoy, KS; Thayer, KS; Madison, Salem,& Hanover, IN; Cheyenne Wells, CO; Scottsbluff, NE; South Dakota; Wyoming; Montana; Spokane, WA; Lewiston, ID; Eureka/Arcata, CA; Crescent City, CA; Phoenix, AZ; Southern Indiana; Leonard, Texas; and Milton, KY.  There was an overflowing of generosity from our brothers and sisters in Christ everywhere that we traveled. Many people shared their homes and delicious meals with us. Others helped us with our mission outreaches and video shoots. The prayers, words of encouragement and support we received were also a blessing. We are truly grateful for everyone’s help and generosity. We pray that many that we met along our journeys will continue to partner with us. We know we won’t always be able to make such extensive travels, but we pray that those we met along the way will stand strong with us and help us “hit the mark” of sharing Jesus with the deaf via video, outreach, and writing projects!!

Emmanuel’s Endorsed Energy Supplement

 You know everyone seems to have some kind of food, drink, or energy drink that they personally endorse. I recently looked at the website of a Christian radio station, beside the names of some of the radio disc jockeys was a link to websites of products that the people actually endorse. It is great if someone finds a product that has been very good for them and to share it with others. Well Jesus gave us His food endorsement, read John 4. You see early in that chapter how Jesus did something culturally taboo for a Jewish man. Jesus spoke to a Samaritan woman and offered her eternal life. Jesus also informed her of the details of her life and called her to live for God. Jesus offered her “Living Water”, the gift of the eternal life which would cause her to never thirst again. The woman invited others to taste this living water. Jesus endorsed himself and God the Father, as the “Living Water and Bread of Life” that would satisfy. Meanwhile Jesus’ disciples encouraged Him to eat. John 4:32-39 says: “But He said to them,” I have food to eat, that you know nothing about.” Then his disciples said to each other, “Could someone have bought him food?” “My food,” said Jesus “is to do the will of Him who sent me and to finish His work. Do you not say, Four months more, and then the harvest? I TELL YOU OPEN YOUR EYES AND LOOK AT THE FIELDS! They are RIPE for HARVEST. Even now the reaper draws his wages, even now he harvests the crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper can be glad together”. Thus the saying “One sows and another reaps” is true. I send you out to reap what you have not worked for. Others have done the hard work, and you have reaped the benefits of their labor.” Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in Him, because of the woman’s testimony.” 

Wow what an awesome passage of Scripture. Jesus proclaims that He is, and He supports the sharing of Himself, the Living Water, and the Bread of Life. Jesus sets before us an example of who we should support or endorse. Our lives need to be more about telling the stories of Jesus! We need to make His name great, just like the woman had to tell of the goodness of God, we must tell it too. The more we proclaim His goodness, the more reaping we will see. 

This summer we were privileged to see many beautiful sights. Our schedule was busy and many times we did not get to really sit down and “drink in” (enjoy) God’s creation. We did enjoy it, but due to the fact that we were capturing it on video we had to use our time wisely to record the songs, devotionals and Bible lessons. So there was not a lot of time for sitting. But in spite of our busy schedule, we were awed (amazed) by the beautiful works of God’s hand. Nature screams that God is the awesome Creator. We saw the beauty of Yellowstone National Park, the Grand Tetons, and so many other lovely handiworks of God in creation. But one of the places that really gripped me was Steptoe Butte, probably to many an unknown location. Steptoe Butte is a state park that is a150 acres, 1000 foot tall natural monument. Steptoe Butte is a quartzite island jutting out of the silty loess of the Palouse hills in Whitman County, Washington. You approach Steptoe Butte through a large field. When going to the top, you circle around and around, it seems like it takes forever to get to the top. (Well not compared to Pike’s Peak or Haleakala) But when you arrive at the top, if it is a clear day, you can view 200 miles around. We went there in August on a clear day. I would daresay that it could not have been a more perfect day to go. When we traveled to the Washington and Idaho area we had to change some of our plans due to the cancellation of the deaf camp in Idaho, so we prayed for direction in outreaches and video shoots. The Lord provided last minute housing with Nick and Sue Shively and their family. Many people graciously hosted us, but we were last minute guests of this family. They kept us for several days. Unexpectedly we were blessed to visit and speak at a deaf church and also share in a week of camp in Washington. All of our summer was planned with all the details, but when the deaf camp in Idaho was cancelled part of our 15 days in Idaho & Washington was left for us to prayerfully consider what to do. God led us to have time to recuperate (rest up a little), share in some special outreaches and mission presentations, and to do some awesome videotaping.  On our journey to Idaho, we stopped at Steptoe Butte to videotape. We wanted to capture devotionals about the harvest. All of my life I have read the passages of Scripture like John 4 where Jesus says that “fields are WHITE to harvest.” Yes I grew up in areas familiar to agriculture, but I never have really given my attention to the harvest or for that matter been present when it was actually being reaped. This area of Washington State and Idaho is rich in the harvesting of wheat. The area is one of the best bread basket harvesters in the world; they harvest some of the best and most plentiful crops of wheat in the world. With the Scriptures of harvest on my mind we went to Steptoe Butte. We had no idea when traveling to that part of the country that we would be showing up at harvest time. But we were! As we journeyed and saw white wheat everywhere, I became a little weepy! When we arrived at the top of Steptoe Butte and saw literally 200 miles around us full of white wheat, I was totally hit by the Scripture. I weep now as I write this to you. You see what Jesus is trying to tell us in His word is that there ARE people that are harvestable. There are people who need Jesus!! There are people who will respond to the Good News of Jesus Christ. People that have been involved in sin for years will turn around. Look even the story of the Samaritan woman; she had lived with five men. She had obviously been on the wrong life track for some time, but when she met Jesus her life changed. She was so blessed by the love of Jesus, that she did not keep it a secret but told others. Close your eyes and imagine being able to see 200 miles of beautiful flowing white wheat. See it wave in the wind. Smell it!  That is the overflowing crop of souls that needs to be harvested. There are souls that can be saved EVEN in this ever increasing evil time; there will be many people that will respond. Imagine with me the hunger that would occur if that wheat was not harvested. Imagine if the harvesters, said “Nah it is too much, I don’t want to harvest!” That lovely wheat would just spoil on the ground. Brothers and Sisters in Christ, please join me to remember that the devil whispers (speaks to your mind) that you cannot really help anyone know Christ, but Jesus speaks the truth. Don’t wait 4 months from now! The time to share Jesus is now! The time is now for the Harvest! Please pray that we can be effective and have divine appointments to get the job done in sharing the Gospel with the deaf. Please continue or begin to partner with us to share God’s love with the deaf and everyone we meet. 

    Jesus (the Bread of Life, the Living Water) proclaims and endorses Himself as The Way, Truth, and Life. I want to support and endorse Jesus. Let’s not be afraid, but walk in confidence to share His love and bring in a bountiful harvest for the Kingdom of God!!!

  National Missionary Convention Expressions of Emmanuel Booth #921

Come and See us!! 

We welcome you to come and see us at the National Missionary Convention at the Tulsa Convention Center, November 20th to the 23rd. We will be there every day except Sunday. We welcome our friends and supporters to come and chat with us and help us at our booth. We were on a waiting list to get a booth until just a week ago. We are thankful to now have a booth. We are also thankful to Drew Sherman of Compass Christian Church, and his technical staff members, Jeremy Hardwick and Carlos Martinez for helping us make a new missionary display. Please come and join us at booth #921!

Passport to Purity Deaf Teen Girl’s Retreat

God blessed our family so much with our teaching to our own daughters the Biblical truths from the curriculum, Passport to Purity. We are thrilled that we have been asked to teach the truths to a group of teenage deaf girls in the Dallas area. Selah, Cloudi, and I will join a group of deaf teens on November 14th and 15th to have a joyful time of fellowship and some wonderful foundational Christian teaching about purity. Please pray for me and my daughters as we teach what we have learned. I am excited to help share God’s word about purity to these deaf teenage girls so that they can avoid many traps of the evil one. Pray for every one to truly desire purity in every aspect of their lives.

 Summer 2009 “Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths”.  Psalm 25:4

For the last year and a half, we have been hoping to go in the summer of 2009, to help deaf students in China with CRAM. We would still love to do that. However we are reconsidering, because we have not raised enough frequent flier miles for all of us to go free, yet, as well as we have so much work to do on the video aspect of our mission work.

Right now we are diligently trying to work on getting permission to use the approximately 250 songs that we have already videotaped. (See: Video Voyage, Forging Ahead.) We are also trying to get many more devotionals videotaped and several other songs recorded as well. In the next few months and this coming year we hope to really get a lot more prepared and ready for production. We know that video has the potential to reach many people so we sense the urgency to get more of it done.. We also know that the expenses for an international trip will be great so if we can get enough free miles to get free tickets that would be very helpful. We were also asked about helping work with the deaf in the Dominican Republic and in Thailand. We would love to help in these international outreaches. We have been blessed to work in a lot of wonderful outreaches in the U.S. We are hoping to help with a major deaf outreach in Phoenix, Arizona with several deaf ministries. We were blessed to travel to Phoenix twice this year. We are making plans with some folks in the deaf ministry of Central Christian Church in Mesa, as well as with folks from the Deaf Alive Christian Center to do an outreach with the Christian ministries of Phoenix in conjunction with the big general deaf convention in April. Please pray for the success of our video work as well as our outreach work. We pray that we can be a blessing with both video and outreach. We are seeking to share our mission work in camps and Vacation Bible school programs next summer. As always our desire is that of Psalm 25:4 “Show me your ways, O Lord, teach me your paths.”

Video Voyage Forging Ahead  

We praise the Lord that we were able to videotape many more wonderful songs and devotionals this year. In the midst of summer camps and break times, Steven was very busy working on editing. We have several other wonderful video songs and devotionals ready. We still have a lot more that we have planned to do this next year. Most of our upcoming projects will not require travel of any great length. I (Vonda) have to at times pop in and give my input into editing, because of  my experience with American sign language. Steven does awesome work. His work is surely an indication of his love for God and his unique gifting from God. 


The licenses for each song cost about 500 dollars. So the funds need for this project of bringing the sign language music to the deaf is very expensive in just the license costs alone. We also need help to do the paperwork to apply for the licenses. In our last newsletter we had some folks who were planning to help with the license applications but they are not going to be able to volunteer after all. However God has blessed us with two wonderful volunteers. Robin Tripp of Crescent City, California (minister’s wife at the Crescent City Church of Christ); as well as Norine Carnivale of the DFW area who works for Wycliffe Bible Translators, both are helping work on getting all the little details necessary to apply for licenses. If there is anyone else who would like to join together and help these ladies with this important work, please let us know. They would welcome the help. There is a lot that can be done right from your computer at home. 


We are also trying to find ways to contact Christian music artists to ask them and the recording companies to donate the usage of these songs. Our daughters, Selah and Cloudi, along with two of their friends joined us to go to concerts and to meet the artists. We were blessed to be granted tickets from the Bent Tree Church in Carrollton, Texas. We enjoyed the concert and were blessed to meet the artists, Sara Groves, Charlie Peacock, and Brandon Heath. All of these artists gave us permission to use their music to sign the songs for the deaf on video. We gave Sara Groves a copy of our spreadsheet of 250 songs to see if she can help us network with other Christian artists to get help with the licenses. Of course we will still need to get documentation of their approval, but we are so thankful and excited. After this concert we went home to sleep 3 to 4 hours and then left for Tulsa, Oklahoma for the Superchick, Stellar Kart concert. Selah has signed on video the song, “We live” by Superchick. She did wonderful with this song, her interpretation is very powerful. We went to a meet and greet at a local Pizza restaurant before the concert. We met both groups and likewise they are thrilled to help us do their songs on video in sign language. Once again we will need to get documentation, but it is so thrilling to see people wanting to help. We need God’s hand to bless us to get the job done. We are thankful to God for opening doors. We praise Him for these open doors and for the help of the artists, and the help of Norine and Robin. Would you please pray for God to bless every aspect of the video work? Please pray for the video shoots, editing, license acquisition, and the production.  Please consider partnering with Robin and Norine. Join the team to get the job done. Maybe you want to give a special financial gift for this project?  Maybe you know some artists personally or your friend knows them personally so that we can use your contact to plea for their help with licenses. Maybe you want to help with gathering costuming or props like Keystone Heights Christian Church is doing. Keystone sent costumes that they had and made for an upcoming video shoot that we are planning to do. Please just pray and do what you can to help!! Thank you!!

DVD’s available for purchase: 

We now have a complete 5 day VBS program in ASL that can be used for a number of Bible teaching applications. Each day’s DVD is an average of 24 minutes in length. Each DVD has Vonda signing lessons and a song. The package also contains a sixth DVD with just the five songs, for easy viewing, and the, Oh so delightful drama, “I know an Old Lady who swallowed a fly”. We are charging $40.50 for the complete set, to cover production and shipping cost, but we also stress in the program to pray, give and serve, in which case we would be asking for donations to EOE. Thanks to those in Texas, Louisiana, Oklahoma, and California, who have already used the program. The prayers and support of everyone is appreciated. The support of precious children is a powerful blessing!

Also available is our Bible lessons #1 on DVD, which contains Rocky, Flags, Thanksgiving, Mother’s Day, Jesus wept, Pearls to Pigs, Flamingos, Ravens, Mother Mary, and Gold Miner #1. We are asking for charitable contributions for this DVD of at least $5.00

Testimonial about the VBS DVD:

This past summer we chose Expressions of Emmanuel for our VBS missionary. Due to a busy summer schedule, Vonda and her family were not able to personally attend our VBS. However, they had prepared some wonderful videos that we were able to use. There were five DVDs (one for each day) and our kids loved seeing “Miss Vonda” on the big screen. Children today are so into video games and television (sad as that may be) that they absolutely were enthralled by the missions information being on the screen. Their attention was caught, right from the very beginning. They loved singing along and signing with the songs that were provided. And of course, their favorite story was “The Little Old Lady Who Swallowed a Fly”. 

Thanks to Vonda and Steven for working so hard on the VBS DVDs!!! 

Courtney Burton

Children’s Minister

Town & Country Christian Church

Yukon, OK

Medical Insurance  

Praise the Lord we have been able to keep medical insurance since we acquired it this May. Steven has some real problems with his shoulder and sometimes elbow and other sore spots in his body. Please pray for his healing. Please pray that we can get him back to the doctor to check out some of these issues. 

Expressions of Emmanuel partners needed 

If you are not already supporting Expressions of Emmanuel, please consider supporting us with your prayers, financial gifts, and acts of service. Please send all financial gifts to Expressions of Emmanuel in care of Hillcrest Christian Church 509 South Graves Street McKinney, Texas 75069. Prayers and financial support really help. We are thankful for every gift we receive. Your help is needed too. If you want to volunteer your acts of service, or you want to contact us to speak, please contact Vonda Hamilton, at 903 449 6328 or by email vondabland@msn.com . Any increased giving or new financial gifts will be really helpful. Once again thanks for your partnership and generosity!

Basic Website Constructed 

Thanks to Terry Langley, we have a basic website. This is a free website. Our website has its limitations, but it is a starting point for us to be on the net. Steven’s dear friend, Mike Heiny wants to assist Terry Langley in expanding the website. It is truly thanks to our volunteers that we are able to forge ahead in these avenues of outreach. Please pray for the website to be expanded and updated and to be made a real God honoring site on the web. Check out our website at eoe.tripod.com  If others want to join them in the work of the website, please just let us know. 

Needed & Improvements for the Expressions of Emmanuel Mission house

We praise the Lord for all the work that was done on the house thus far this year. Many people volunteered their time. Highland Meadows Christian church along with James Hamilton (Steve’s Dad) helped us get the electric fixed. Now Compass Christian church (Highland Meadows joined with several other churches to be a multi-campus church) is coming to help on November 22nd. It was James Hamilton’s desire for us to get the mission house fixed. Our winters and summers are fierce in this house since there is no insulation whatsoever. We were able to finish the bathroom repairs and remodel of the upstairs bathroom, while our other downstairs bathroom is all torn apart. The bathroom vanity is in the living room. The walls that were torn down to prepare for the bathroom remodel, leaves us with less protection from the elements and critters. We were so thankful that Drew Sherman and his administrative assistant Charlyea contacted the Frisco campus of the Compass church. Jason Duke along with others from the Frisco campus will come to help us finish the bathroom, build shelves for our prop room, and remove overhang on the garage (because the overhang is causing the garage to be weighted down.). They may try to do other projects if they have more volunteers. We are so thankful for the help of the Compass Christian Church. We are thankful for all others that have helped with the mission house. We really have many other projects that need to be done to the mission house. Please contact us if you or your group would like to help volunteer. We can give you a list of the projects that still need to be done. We praise the Lord for the improvements being made to the Expressions of Emmanuel mission house. 

James Esta Hamilton July 6, 1927-October 29th, 2008

With much sorrow we received the call today that Steve’s father, retired Colonel James Esta Hamilton, had passed away. We loved him greatly. We are thankful that he loved us greatly too. We do and will miss him. We had hoped he would return to stay with us this coming spring. We believe he knew that his health was deteriorating. We believe that is one reason why he didn’t return this fall. He was very good to us. He always wanted good for all his family and stood for solid conservative values. As of recently he was allowing me, on the phone, to read to him excerpts from the Bible. He was a brilliant man, so I was also reading several in-depth articles about creation science to him. His heart seemed more and more open to the Biblical truth as I read. I pray that he turned his heart to God. His children believe that he did turn to the Lord. I am grateful that we rest in that thought. We know that his wife, (Steven’s mom), Betty really loved the Lord,  as do his three children. The viewing and funeral will be November 2nd & 3rd. We are making preparations to return to Lafayette to attend the funeral. Dad (James Hamilton) is survived by his three children. (Cathy, Thomas, and Steven) Please pray for comfort and protection for his family. 

Please pray for the First Christian Deaf Church of Denison, Texas. Please pray for Terry and Doris Dowling as they minister to the church. Now that we are back from our summer travels, we visit them once a month to help and encourage them.

This last Spring, Tracy* was baptized into Christ. We told you some about her testimony. She is a deaf lady with wonderful English skills. She wants to share her testimony with you. Please see Tracy’s testimony: 

This is my testimony of how God came into my life and changed it with His divine love:

In August of 2000, I had barely escaped from an abusive relationship and had to go live with my parents, and also had to cope with having OCD. It was a very difficult time for me. I was very angry and depressed. I felt so lost, lonely and so spiritually dead that I didn’t want to live anymore. My parents tried to help, but they couldn’t understand what I was going through. I was in my own private suffering. I didn’t want to do anything but sleep all the time. I prayed to God every day, to help me through my misery. 

One day, my dad gave me a cowboy New Testament that someone had given to him at work. I started reading it, and somehow Jesus’ words slowly sunk into my heart and soul. I could feel His love through His words. It was the most amazing feeling! I didn’t know that He could do that! He must have sent the Holy Spirit to me so I could receive the help I so badly needed. Slowly, as the months went by, I started to feel better and better every day. I could feel God’s love with me and I knew he had answered my prayers. Everywhere I went, I would notice the beauty in my surroundings and I learned to appreciate every little thing as a gift from Him. I continued to read my New Testament every day. A little over a year later, I was able to get an apartment of my own and I was so happy. I thanked Him for all his help and most of all His L O V E! I lived comfortably in my apartment in Arlington, TX for the next 5 years. 

One day, my mom and dad told me they had bought a house right outside of Bonham, TX. I stayed in Arlington, but wanted to be closer to where they lived, because my daughter lived with them. I prayed to God to help me find an apartment in Bonham. I soon found and moved into an apartment in Bonham. There was only one problem, I didn’t know anyone there! My mom’s family lived right outside of town, but since I was the only deaf person in my family, I couldn’t communicate very well with them. I prayed to God to help me make friends in and around Bonham. Soon, I befriended a man who lived next door to me at my apartment complex. He couldn’t sign but he was very nice. He told me he knew a woman who came to his church sometimes who knew sign language. It took a while but, we finally met and her name was Vonda Hamilton. She told me that she had an adopted deaf daughter named Cloudi. We all soon became very close and loving friends. I’m always so grateful to God for sending her to me! She is truly a gift from Him! She helped me meet a lot of other deaf and hearing people who knew sign language. 

Last December 2007, my dad fell very ill and was in the hospital for about a month. I prayed that God would heal him and restore him to health. My whole family came to visit him and some friends who were ministers came and prayed for him, too. All of  my friends, and the churches I attend prayed for him, also. He needed several surgeries and had to go on dialysis, besides also having become diabetic. I prayed for him almost every day. Just recently, he has been getting better and better. About a month ago, he finally stopped going for dialysis and his incisions have been healing. God has blessed me so much, it is beyond imagination. He has helped me in every way, big and small. I am proof that GOD LOVES AND HELPS EVERY ONE OF US!!!!! Believe in him and he will shower you with blessings in every way. You are what you believe. God is with us always. By: Tracy* 

*Personal information withheld for web use only. See printed newsletter. 

Tracy* Volunteers with the Mission

Tracy has been volunteering with us in the mission office as she has time. She has been helpful in updating the newsletter mailing list, adding email addresses to our contact list, recording receipts, making maps to mission outreach and videotaping locations, and some editing of documents. Tracy helped volunteer this summer with the Vacation Bible School program at Lamasco Baptist Church with Stacy Vance. Tracy cared for the rabbits and helped in the mission office while we traveled to Indiana to share mission presentations, visit family, and attend the wedding of our friends, Josh and Kendra. Tracy is such a blessing as she loves the Lord and serves Him in the mission work of EOE. Sometimes coming to our house is a challenge, so EOE is helping to get internet service at Tracy’s home so that she can be able to more readily serve. Please thank the Lord with us for the service that Tracy gives unto the Lord. Please also pray for her as she grows in Him. Pray for her family. Her father is again in the hospital. Please pray also for her as she raises her daughter, Marcie. She wants Marcie to grow up in the full knowledge of the love of the Lord. Tracy and Selah will help teach the girls at the deaf retreat how to make jewelry. Tracy will be available to share her testimony if the opportunity arises while at the retreat. Please pray that we will be able to do so much more as we work together! May more people come to know Jesus Christ as we are faithful in the little things!!

*Personal information withheld for web use only. See printed newsletter.  

Family Report: We are proud of our girls. They are both doing well in school. They were such great servants of God as we traveled. Both entered artwork, rabbits, and photos in our county fair, did very well and won lots of ribbons. Cloudi won first place with her photo. Selah won first place and best of breed with her Polish rabbit named Chocolate. We are also so proud that Selah won 2nd runner up in the Fannin County Fair Duchess contest. She honored God in her modeling, interview, and talent of signing the song, “God Bless the USA.” ( that was also the last thing she did for her Grandpa Hamilton when we recently visited his home in Indiana.)  We have been praying for God to provide ways for us to contact music artists about donating licenses for our sign language songs, so we entered the “Make It Matter” national contest sponsored by Brio (Focus on the Family teenage girl magazine) and Natalie Grant, with hopes of making contact with Natalie Grant. Praise the Lord, Selah was chosen as one of the ten finalists in the USA to win the contest. We pray that this might afford Selah and our family an opportunity to meet with Natalie Grant, and tell her of the need of sign language music for the deaf. We are planning to take a group of girls both deaf and hearing to the Revolve Tour in Oklahoma City with Natalie Grant and many others. We believe that this tour will be a spiritual encouragement. Please also pray that we will be able to make contact with Natalie Grant to ask for her help with the licenses for sign language songs. Selah wrote a 200 word essay about what she was doing to “Make it matter”. Steven also videotaped her signing the song “Make it matter”. Her essay and sign language song are both lovely. See Selah’s “Make it Matter” essay:

       I’m Selah Joy Burnett.  I was amazed about the slavery article, because God tugs on my heart against abuse. I’d met Stephanie Freed, missionary with Rapha House (against human trafficking). Because of Stephanie’s visit and Natalie’s article, I’m more passionate about helping.        

  Many deaf people are abused worldwide.  There’s about 250 million deaf worldwide.  Only 1 percent are Christian.  My family and I are missionaries with the deaf. We outreach to deaf people in Texas, the USA, and worldwide.   We make sign language Christian songs and devotionals on DVD, so the deaf “can hear” about Jesus.  We videotaped myself signing your “Make it Matter” hoping that it, and others, can be shared with the deaf.  We seek support to get song licenses so the deaf can be encouraged with Jesus’ love. We won’t release songs without permission. 

          In everything, I want to share Jesus.  The DVD shows me signing Christian songs at pageants, signing for deaf videos, baptizing girls into Christ (blessing!!!) loving grandmother, typing Scriptures, helping tutor my deaf sister, and digging for creation evidences.                                                                                                                                          I love: the encouragement of letters, encouraging/welcoming my dear Burmese school friend, teaching Scripture at camp, visiting nursing homes. I want to make it matter!!! 

Other family notes: Glenda (Vonda’s mom) is doing well. We just had a 76th birthday party for her at the Texas State Veteran’s home. Mama, our family, and all the residents had a blast. We will have a family birthday party for her with my brother and sister on Thursday evening, November 6th when we come back from my father in law’s funeral. Please pray for our affectionately adopted mama and papa, Bill and Mildred Deshazzo, supporters of EOE. Mildred just had hip surgery. Please pray for her to recover quickly. Our son, Andres, is working at a pizza restaurant in Tyler, Texas. He looks forward to returning to college in the near future. This fall we got a new puppy. She is a 5 months old, a Sheltie. (Luna)  She along with the cat, and two rabbits are helpful with pet therapy at the Texas State Veteran’s home.  Sadly while on our summer mission travels, our beloved Sheltie, Lassie, passed away. We are thankful for the gift of our new dog as she blesses our family and is an encouragement to mama and all the veterans. 

May you have a Happy Thanksgiving, a Merry Christmas, and a Happy New Year! With much love and Thanks from Expressions of Emmanuel, Steven and Vonda Hamilton and Selah and Cloudi 

Expressions of Emmanuel Calendar

November 2nd & 3rd Funeral for James E.  Hamilton

November 5th Missionary Testimony with Compass Christian Church Highland Meadows campus Middle school program 6-8 p.m.

November 6th   Family Birthday party for (mom) Glenda Bland

November 9th Interpreting  at Hillcrest Christian

                       13th Birthday party for Cloudi from 2-8 pm.

November 14-15 Passport to Purity Deaf teenage girls retreat Grapevine, Texas

November 19th Church in Tulsa

November 20-22  National Missionary Convention

November 23rd  Town and Country Christian Church, Okmulgee, Oklahoma ( morning)

                          York Street Christian Church, Muskogee, Oklahoma (evening)

Thanksgiving week with Brother in law, Thomas Hamilton visiting, and son, Andres Burnett visiting

November 28th –December 3rd Florida

November 29th videotaping at the Holy Land Experience Museum in Orlando, Florida

November 29th fellowshipping with the Ritz family of Wycliffe Bible Translators

November 30th Video presentation at Journey of Faith Lutheran church, the home church of the Ritz family with Brother John

                         Sharing at a church in Jacksonville with one of Steve’s best friends, Dale

                         Mission presentation at Keystone Heights Christian Church, Keystone Heights, Florida

December 3rd     Videotaping at the Holy Land Experience Museum, Orlando, Florida

January 30-31     Interpreting at the Revolve tour in Oklahoma City, Ok with Natalie Grant 

April 4th &5th       Deaf convention and deaf outreach in Phoenix, Arizona 

In Loving Memory of: 

Our Dad, Colonel James E. Hamilton, Lafayette, IN

And

Gene Main, an inspiring young man from Beaver, Oklahoma

Expressions of Emmanuel

PO Box 62, Ector, TX  75439, 903.583.6143, cell: 903.449.6328

Email: vondabland@msn.com
 Hamilton.Steven@gmail.com

Hillcrest Christian Church

509 S Graves St

McKinney, TX  75069

Phone: 972.542.6070

Fax: 972.542.6277 

Email: hillcrest@hcctx.org
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