Alive! Celebrating the Spirit of the Lord! Rejoicing in His Resurrection!


It is the Tuesday after Easter Sunday, but the power of the resurrection still sparkles in our heart all year long. We have that HOPE in Christ! We enjoyed a cold Texas Easter. Our family hopes to camp every Easter weekend. We were blessed to have mama well taken care of at our home, while we celebrated welcoming several friends to join us at our campsite at Bonham State Park. We were then able to leave camp for a local service. We were blessed to have our friend and sign language student, Leslie Mann and four members of her family join us for the service. Leslie is one of my students in my Wednesday night sign language class although her son is not deaf, sign language assists 4 year old, Devon, in communication. Devon has a auditory processing disorder. Please pray for their family as they draw close to God and use sign language to help their family. What a joy to celebrate Easter! Our beloved Savior is alive and this causes me to want to sing. Ephesians 5:18b-19a says “Be filled with the Spirit, speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs.” Colossians  3:16 also says “ Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another  in psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.” This is what motivates us to forge ahead in our goals.

Video

Outreach

Writing projects. 

 
On Palm Sunday weekend we were able to have a booth at the East Texas Deaf Festival. The deaf people were very open to our work. We had two video monitors showing some of our Bible stories and Christian songs. We were just showing demos. At the festival, as well as in other settings, many deaf people have let us know that they really WANT the songs and Bible lessons. One older deaf lady at the festival, pleaded with me to sell her the demo. I explained that I had to complete work on licenses first. A fourteen year old girl in our deaf outreach in McKinney, Texas has told me how much she loves the song “The Blood of Jesus”. This young teen, Elizabeth, says it really touches her heart. These warm responses encourage us to continue on using spiritual songs in sign language to build up the hearts of the deaf. We are so thankful to Venda Blansett who did the paper work for 16 licenses. Each song requires two licenses.  Sometimes  songs require even more than two licenses per song. We were able to purchase these 16 licenses. We have been able to purchase every license needed for the following songs: For the sake of the call, Can’t live a day, He Holds the Keys, The Great Adventure, Legacy. We were able to purchase one license necessary for five other songs. But those five other songs are still requiring an additional license before the song can be released. Keeping in mind all of the songs that we videotaped this last year and a few more God has burdened our heart to do this year, we will need to raise funds to buy licenses for another 90 songs. Each song costs approximately 500 dollars to buy the two or three necessary licenses. That sounds ENORMOUS. But God is able. If  90 churches could give 500 dollars each. But every gift of faith small or large will cause this need to be a Victory. My children have recently memorized this verse. Isaiah 41:10 “So do not be afraid for I am with you, do not be dismayed for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help you. I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” With your faith and ours, with a song of grace in our hearts, the deaf will see His music too. Please pray and give. I know God will uphold us and bring about His purposes! 


 Recently my daughter, Selah, was given a school assignment to report about one interesting fact about Israel. I encouraged her to tell the other kids about the Dead Sea. She then went to school and reported that nothing lives in the Dead Sea. One of the youth said,  “Oh, Selah! You know there are some weird little fishes that live there.” This moved me to help Selah really research the Dead Sea. What I recalled from Bible College was correct.  Nothing lives there, anything that gets into the Dead Sea instantly dies. People float in the Dead Sea. It is eight times saltier than the ocean. People can only swim in the area near En Gedi. Swimming in other areas of the Dead Sea would prove to be a fatal mistake. I began to compare the Dead Sea and Galilee. The Dead Sea takes in water, but never gives out at all. Galilee is full of fish and life as it gives and takes water. The Queen of Sheba, Solomon, Aristotle the Greek Philosopher, and Cleopatra  all remarked of the wonderful products you could take from the Dead Sea. My question for myself and other Christians is, “Am I giving and taking?  Am I sharing as God wants?” At one point Cleopatra had exclusive rights to the Dead Sea to make cosmetics and healing salts. You see, Galilee shares its waters. Galilee gives and takes. The Dead Sea does not give; it only takes in water, that is why it is DEAD. But just as the sea is still valuable, so is every life. We are made in the image of God and can give. He lets us choose. But when we die, surely people will come and take everything we have. How much better is it to give and not to have it taken away. I pray that you and I can be cheerful givers of our lives, time, and money in the service to God. We can choose to be full of Life or Death. I choose life!  May we choose to be givers and cast our bread upon the waters and see God shower us with blessings! (Ecclesiastes 11:1) With the hope of the resurrection, I so want to proclaim LIFE! What a joy the blessings we have in Christ Jesus, let’s share them with others. 

5 Minute Promotional Video of Expressions of Emmanuel

God blessed us to be able to share a short DVD about our mission work at Ozark Christian College. Since we could not afford the trip to Missouri, we were blessed to be able to make an informational DVD that will be good to share with individuals, churches, and other groups about our mission work. We are thankful for the generosity of Ozark. We are hoping that this DVD will be a good promotional tool for sharing with others who are interested in supporting Expressions of Emmanuel. Please let us know and we will send you a DVD to share with others. We desperately need all the support we can get to get licenses for the songs, to help Steven have a salary for his mission work (he has been volunteering, but really needs support)  and for mission materials and travel expenses for outreaches.  Please pray and tell others about Expressions of Emmanuel.

Mission Videotaping plans and outreaches

During my recent studies on the Dead Sea, the Lord laid a passion and a burden on my heart to video Bible lessons and Christian songs in Israel and perhaps Egypt. Dr. Mark Ziese, professor at Cincinnati Bible University will take a group to Israel and perhaps to Egypt this next spring. We will need to raise the funds to be able to go and videotape. We have been blessed to learn lots more about Israel as we have visited a Messianic synagogue in Dallas. The Baruch Hashem Synagogue is the meeting place of many Christian Jews. They worship Jesus and celebrate Him as the Messiah. We were able to participate in their worship service as well as visit a special Seder planned for children. The Seder is the meal that the Jews celebrate as they recall how God delivered them from bondage in Egypt. It was lovely to celebrate God’s blessings in this way. I have been deeply touched by an album entitled “Pray for the Peace of Jerusalem” a worship album by Paul Wilbur. One of my favorite songs is “Show me your face.”  This song recounts how God’s presence caused Moses to glow with radiance. This song proclaims and pleads for God to show forth His glory in our lives. (Exodus 33) God has blessed us to also visit a Davidic dance class at Baruch Hashem. We were also blessed to visit a Dallas Museum (Fair Park) and see the Israel exhibit “From Abraham to Jesus”. Our whole family enjoyed this exhibit and believes that the visits to Baruch Hashem and the museum, will help us to be more effective in our videotaping in Israel. Please pray for God’s provision for our trip to Israel, and any gifts given for this trip are much appreciated. 


We have been presented with information about several potential deaf outreach opportunities in the following places: Fiji, China, Ecuador, Mexico, and Kosovo.  Brother Daryl Wilford who works with the Hawaii Church for the Deaf has encouraged us to join a group to help in Fiji. We hope to go and help there in the late summer of 2008. We have so much to do with local /national outreaches, videotaping, and editing, that we would be disheartened if we are not able to go on one of these outreaches in 2007, but just pray that God will open the doors and resources to help share with the deaf in His time. Please pray for the deaf people in these places to have the opportunity to receive the Gospel of Jesus. We would be honored to share God’s word with them. 

Local Outreaches: Bonham, McKinney, and Beyond


 We are busy on Wednesday nights offering a community sign language class to anyone interested in the Bonham area. We are thankful to have the class in a spacious classroom at First Baptist Church in Bonham. We seek to encourage people in their faith with the class and let sign language be a viable tool to communicate with the deaf as well as others that have communication challenges.

              At our church in McKinney, we have an outreach with a small group of deaf people. (Kayla, Elizabeth, Elvia, and of course our daughter, Cloudi) God has blessed me to get to study the Bible with Kayla and her hearing mother, Jill. They are dear friends. In January, Jill Goolsbey accepted the Lord as her Savior. It was thrilling to see her be baptized. Kayla also was involved in a Bible study with me, and she has made a decision for Christ and wants to be baptized after her stepfather gets out of prison. Jill requests prayer for her husband, Robert who is in prison until probably September. Jill signs well with her daughter, Kayla, but she is still learning religious sign language. Leanne Bolowskie will lead a new sign language class for any interested church (Leanne is also formatting this newsletter!) members. God blessed us to be able to purchase an excellent American Sign Language 15 series DVD course. (The Bravo Family) We have taught sign language classes over the last few years at Hillcrest, but those who have become fluent signers have went away to college, or gotten married, or etc. So in order to support the deaf members of our church and their families, we really need to offer sign language classes. We are so thankful that Leanne who is polishing up on her own sign language is able to lead this class. Please pray that we can reach out to the deaf in Texas with the love of Christ. 

Every Sunday that I am in town, I interpret for the deaf. Once a month, we share a special presentation in the morning service. Our family shares songs, short dramas, or special sign language music. 

Deaf Youth Retreat (April 13 & 14) This coming weekend  will have a small deaf youth retreat. We will have Bible lessons, games, fellowship, food and also visit the Creation Evidence Museum in Glen Rose, Texas. The retreat is entitled “ONE WAY  JESUS.” We want to encourage the deaf to trust in Jesus, and to know that God is our Creator. 

Caretaker for Mama/ Office/ Mission house volunteer for Expressions of Emmanuel


My mother, Glenda Bland, has been living with our family since last May. She traveled with us as we went on mission work. God has blessed her to heal from hospitalizations in Hawaii, pancreatic cancer, a fractured and then later broken hip, hip replacement surgery, and struggles with dementia. Her faith in God and sweet heart are a blessing to us and all she meets. Today she is struggling with severe knee pain. Please continue to pray for her. I know she has overcome so many challenges due to pray. Thank you! We are so blessed to have found out about Barbra Phillips. We knew that Mama cannot keep up with our busy summer schedule, so we began to search for someone to care for Mama. She qualified for 23 and half hours of help. Barbra Phillips who is a Christian is generously going to live in our home and take care of her all the other hours of the week too. Barbara has already helped us tremendously this Spring as she as worked on helping us with organizing the office. Barbra’s husband, Terry, also has been very  helpful and kind. Barbra  is now beginning to work on organizing the library and the prop room. We have had some busy outreach weekends so we have been thankful for Barbra  being faithful to help minister to my mom while we are gone. Barbra will be at the mission home this summer in case any groups want to come to do an volunteer work in the office or on home repair projects. 

Sharing at Churches

Steven brought all of his belongings to Bonham in January. We have done a lot and have much left to do to incorporate all of my husband’s belongings into our household. We have to as well incorporate all of his video and office equipment into our mission home. With all of that work in mind, we knew that we need this Spring to dedicate to organization. We also knew that we have so much to do to raise the necessary prayer and financial support to be effective, so we tried to set up our speaking engagements close to home. As I was praying I sensed it would be good to contact the churches in our area so that they could be aware of our mission work and join us as the Lord leads. This spring we spoke at one church in San Antonio, five churches in the Bonham area, and one church in Tulsa. We are thankful for the generosity of all of these churches. The Town and Country Christian Church of Tulsa has made a decision to support us on a monthly basis. We are praying that these churches and others can also teamwork with us. Dick Williams, my minister when I was in high school, is also trying to help us make some contacts to raise mission support. We were blessed to even share a mission presentation with our local Lions club. Due to that presentation there will be a feature article about Expressions of Emmanuel coming out this week in the Bonham Journal.  We are so thankful for every opportunity that we have had to share. Please pray for God’s provision for the work. Thanks to all of our faithful supporters and others that want to join us in seeing deaf people know Jesus.

Giving with Acts of Service

Sam White, minister of the Gospel is a also a cartoonist, and he is once again volunteering his services in preparing cartoons for a series of Bible lessons( I wrote  these lessons  several years ago, but really need artwork for the lessons.)  We are excited about getting that prepared and then videotaping those lessons at the Radiovision studio in Denison, Texas. Radiovision   will allow us video when their studio is not being used. We are grateful for these generous gifts of the cartooning and studio use.


 We are also thankful for Josh Smith of Indianapolis who has edited a seventh song  for us. He also helped to edit the five minute promotional video, as well as a nonstop DVD for our mission booth display. 


Crosspointe Christian Church of Albuqueque, New Mexico is making plans to come to work on our mission house on the first weekend in May. Crosspointe helped us last year in May, they want to return and help. There are other churches that have indicated an interest in helping with the mission house. Don’t worry ( smile) there is lots of work to be shared. Please let us know if you want to come and help. Groups that would come to work here of course would be welcomed to stay at our home while doing the work. We have also requested assistance for supplies from Lowes but still have not heard any responses as of yet.

Venda  Blansett of Albuquerque did some paper work to apply for some licenses for songs. The Lord has led her to do a gigantic task of reaching out to young mothers and children in a social assistance ministry in Albuquerque. Due to God leading her in this new ministry outreach, she cannot continue the applications for licenses for all the other songs that we need. My new neighbor and prayer warrior, Monica Kissling, is going to try to help me with this process, but other helpers will be needed to get that aspect of the mission work done. Office and teaching materials organization (props) would be another helpful gift to the mission work.  Please let us know if you would like to help in any of these ways. 

We will also be actively involved in more videotaping in the future, and we can also use a “Grip”, a person to help do any little needed task while getting the shoot completed.  Your prayers, gifts, and service are appreciated. Your influence for Christ will be multiplied beyond your imagination! 

Family News

Steven is such a wonderful husband, father, missionary, son in law, and servant of Christ. Daily he shows us the love and gentleness of Jesus. We welcome each other daily with God’s love and it is a delight to be family! We are thankful to God for giving us all each other!  Andres is attending college at Tyler Junior College. We don’t get to see him often, but we love him and pray for his success. Please pray for him. Selah (6th grade) and Cloudi ( 4th grade) are both doing well in school. They also enjoy being involved in gymnastics, horseback riding, 4H ,biking, camping, photography,  and reading. The girls have really been working on memorizing Bible verses. Their growth is exciting !   They have won some neat awards in school and 4H. They enjoyed seeing their grandpa and uncle again at New Years. They also enjoyed meeting their  Aunt Cathy, Uncle Steve, and cousins too. Grandpa Hamilton also was very generous and bought supplies so that Steve could build the girls a tree house in the back yard. Steve calls it “ The World’s Biggest Bird House”. Grandpa wanted to give this gift to the girls while they can still enjoy it in their childhood. Both girls are currently 11. Steve is doing a fine job on this project and it should be finished soon. 

Steve is involved a Thursday evening men’s Bible study that has been a blessing to him. Mom and I are involved in a  Tuesday morning women’s Beth Moore Bible study. We have all been encouraged. 

Expressions of Emmanuel  Spring and Summer Calendar

April 13 & 14 Deaf Youth Retreat

April 15   Special Event/Music at Hillcrest a.m.

April 15    Life Covenant Church women’s group  p.m.

April 29     Missions Fair  Ector, Texas 

May 2nd      Sign language class performs song at First Baptist Church in Bonham

May 4-6   Crosspointe Christian Church  comes to work on the mission house

May 12      Special Music/Event at Hillcrest Christian Church McKinney, Texas 

May  24th –June 2nd  Visiting and Videotaping in Florida 

June 3rd   visit with Christian church missions group for lunch 

June 3rd -9th   North Florida Christian Service Camp  missionary 

June 10-15  Camp Sooner , Tecumseh, Oklahoma, missionary for Jr. High camp

June 16- 22  Visiting family, videotaping, and sharing at two churches in West Virginia

June 23rd   Camp Sooner Day camp for  1st graders , missionary 

June 24-27     Camp Sooner Jr. Camp 5th & 6th grade, missionary

July 2nd -3rd   Creation Evidence Museum, Glen Rose, Texas, videotaping for a dig

July 6-7    Camp Sooner  1st Chance Camp, 2nd grade , missionary 

July 8th     First Christian Church, Sapulpa, Oklahoma  mission presentation

July 8- 10   Camp Sooner,  middler camp

July 9-10 Marantha Bible Camp ,missionary 

July 11-13   Marantha Bible Camp, missionary      

July  22        Metro Faith Christian Church mission presentation 

July 27 -31    Bible Youth Camp, Texas

August 1- 4    Freedom, Oklahoma, Vacation Bible School

August             Editing, videotaping, and visiting in Indiana

We have some openings in our summer schedule. We just want to be where God wants us to be. Please pray if we are to do any other specific videotaping projects, outreaches, or speaking engagements, that God will open the doors and show us the way.  Gary Wilcox of the Plumcreek Fellowship Church of Amarillo will have our mission as their Vacation Bible school mission project. If there are other churches that would like for us to come and share or send our materials, please just let us know. 903 449 6328 or 903 449 6893 or email us at vondabland@msn.com   There are lots of other places that we would like to do some songs and Bible lessons, but we are trying to coordinate travel that allows us to share with churches or do outreaches, while also videotaping. 

Special gifts: (given last year, sorry that recognition was delayed) Memorial gift in remembrance of Alice Villa, beloved family member of Bill and Joye Watson !

Celebration gift: in honor of Danny and Dixie Fulton who are continually active servants of God! 

Psalm19: 1- 4 “The Heavens declare the glory of the God, the skies proclaim the work of His hands. Day after day they pour forth speech; night after night they display knowledge. There is no speech or language where there voice is not heard. Their voice goes out into all the earth, their words to the ends of the world.”  God’s power and might are displayed to all of us with His creation. We want to share His spiritual songs using His creation to reinforce the screaming truth of our Savior, Redeemer, Creator, Master, and Friend. When we follow Jesus’ principles of using His creation, and His model of master teaching using parables, earthly things to teach spiritual principles, we just cannot fail. His word with His creation will reach the hearts of all people. The visuals will also reach down into the hearts of the deaf. When Joshua led the battle of Jericho, he obeyed God to every detail, one of the final commands was to shout, and then the walls of Jericho came tumbling down.  When we proclaim His word in conjuction with His creation, the Bible promises there is no speech or language that cannot be heard. God’s word will be heard/seen in the eyes of deaf !  Please continue or begin today to partner with us in sharing God’s word with the deaf. We truly love and appreciate you!!! Love in Jesus, Steven and Vonda Hamilton and family  Glenda, Andres, Selah, and Cloudi

