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WINTER   2012   NEWSLETTER

The Heartbeat of the Hamiltons:        Family Report

Steve continues to work on editing the many songs and devotionals we have already shot.  He has completed editing a lot of new songs recently for the upcoming albums and the music video work that he has done is amazing!  In April, Steve will get to do some fishing with some old buddies.  He, along with the rest of us, has been enjoying playing racquetball at our local Family Life Center.

Vonda has been leading a sign language project for 4H.  Hopefully, all the students will be able to learn two children’s songs to go on one of the new sign language DVDs.  (Both Selah and Cloudi are also involved in this project.)

Andres and his girlfriend, Mary, are doing well at Harvest Deaf Bible College.

Selah is extremely busy!  She has always been very involved in community service, but now as the Queen of Fannin County, she is busier than ever!  We, along with Selah, served Christmas dinner on Christmas day to the homebound and those who didn’t have family to share with, she went to the cancer survivor’s breakfast, she helped wrap gifts for the Fannin County Crisis Center to give out to children in need, and she is involved in an outreach at the housing authority.  These are just a few of the things she has done.  She is coaching a basketball team through a local Upward league and is involved in several 4H projects, including sign language, photography, quilting, food, and archery and rifle.  She is also taking singing lessons.  She won 3rd place in the State 4H Beekeeping Essay Contest, probably because she is a Queen Busy Bee!

Cloudi got a Wii for her birthday and she has been really enjoying the Sims game, “Jungle Survival.”  I guess she isn’t too far from the Colombian jungle in her heart!  She is the youth leader for the Clover kids in our 4-H club and she loves the 4-H archery project and is a great shot.  She made a 95 taking care of a robotic baby doll for one day and night!

“God of the Open Door”

2011 has been a tough year, but God is the “God of the Open Door” (A message delivered by George Houssney at the 2010 missionary convention).  As we delve (dive) into 2012, we are keeping this scripture before us:

“I know thy works: behold, I have set before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word and no man can shut it: for thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and hast not denied my name.”  Revelation 3:8

In the last year, there have been several losses that touched my heart such as the loss of Glenda Bland, my mother, sister, other family members, a mentor, and several friends (12 people in all).  For those who know the Lord, Heaven is truly a reward.  But I have just genuinely missed these loved ones so!  I look forward to meeting Jesus and these loved ones in eternity!  Please pray for the comfort of the families of Albert* (Barbara, Tracy (deaf), Marcie, and Rusty*), and Chuck* (international Christian deaf artist who gave support to this mission), who passed this year.

Fall Report

In November, we held a successful outreach at Lover’s Lane United Methodist Church.  We also had a great “Sweet 16” birthday party for Cloudi at Medieval Times the same weekend.  Then we traveled to the National Missionary Convention (now ICOM) in Atlanta, GA.  There we had a booth, and traveled north to Ringgold to share at Harvest Deaf Bible College.  Andres and his girlfriend, Mary, got to travel with us and spend the entire time at the Deaf Bible College.  They have both been accepted into the college and they began classes there on January 9th.  The deaf church there enjoyed our sharing so much that they want us to return to help them with VBS this summer.  Since our trip, we have found out that they will not have VBS this year, but they can use our help with the deaf assembly entitled “A Godly Heritage.”

In December, we had a successful visit in Hot Springs, AR.  We got to see Mallory* and Nicole*, who we met in AK this summer, and there was a large group at the deaf church, where we had a great response.  Sweet hospitality was shown from the Michau family and the entire church.

And into the New Year!

We went to Tulsa/Sapulpa for an outreach and missions presentation the first weekend in January.  We had a wonderful time with our beloved church family there.  We were warmly welcomed by our Christian family in the Tulsa/Sapulpa area.

We are working hard to get our two new videos out by March 1st.  It has been a fight to get the licenses and editing done for this video, but there have also been many great victories along the way.  Samantha from Hawaii and Henry from Tennessee are currently reviewing “Sharing the Treasure of Our Inheritance” and have given us feedback quotes.

“Stunning scenery, anointed ministry for the deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing alike, beyond a blessing…”  ~ Mr. Henry D. Bellis, hard of hearing from Murfreesboro, TN

“Join Vonda as she takes us on an inspirational journey of praise to our Savior.  Whether He gives you joy through a simple chicken dinner or through feasting on the beauty of His creation, this DVD will remind you that God has given us an amazing world to enjoy and, most importantly, He has given us Himself.  Thank you, Vonda, for reminding us again of all God has done for us and the treasures we have in Him.” ~ Pastor Samantha of Hawaii Church for the Deaf

We put in applications for three grants.  We received $2,500 from the Glaser Family Charitable Foundation, which will aid us in getting one of our new DVDs reproduced and distributed.  We just submitted the third grant, which was denied because the grant foundation does not help with curriculum development.

We just got medical insurance in February, so that Steve can get the help he needs.  PTL!

This Christmas, Amanda, her daughter, Hannah, and her deaf son, Zachariah, came to visit us.  Amanda will be scanning photos and helping with Expressions of Emmanuel eight hours a month.  She will be putting these photos on the Expressions of Emmanuel Facebook page to remind deaf people of their spiritual heritage.  This is a means of showing love and Amanda will be adding Scriptures with the photos.  Malcolm* volunteered to set up a computer that Northside gave the mission and train Amanda on how to scan these photos.  Amanda may help take on some administrative projects from afar in Sulphur, OK.

We are thankful for a donation from Northside Christian Church that helped us get needed repair work done on our 1998 minivan.  It was just fixed.  Praise God!  It is helpful to have a minivan to transport deaf people to church activities.  We hope and pray to have a newer van donated in the near future.  If you know anyone or any dealership that would like a tax deduction for donating a van, please let us know.

Phoenix, Arizona

In February, we had a wonderful time in Phoenix, AZ!  It was a whirlwind trip.  We arrived for lunch on Friday.  Steve’s brother, Thomas, and his friend, Cindy, transported us all weekend.  We were able to attend Tom’s surprise birthday party on Friday night.  On Saturday evening we were invited by Brian (deaf) and Marie* to eat at their home.  We met with their deaf friends, Bob and Tina.  Brian, Marie, Bob and Tina have a deaf Bible study in their homes.  They are members of a Christian church there.  We were blessed to share about our mission work with them.  They were very excited about our mission work.  We hope that these families and other deaf Christians in Phoenix can join us in our outreach at the Deaf Nation World Convention in Las Vegas (July 29-August 1).

On Sunday morning we shared at the First Baptist Deaf Church in both Sunday school and church.  We were blessed to be able to share God’s Word through live teaching, drama, and our DVDs.  We were blessed to visit with the minister, Robert Payne, and his wife, Willie Mae, and the entire congregation.  We shared there three years ago.  The church would like for us to come and share every year!  The church welcomed us to eat with them at Cracker Barrel.  It was sweet fellowship.  The church moved to a location that is near the school for the deaf, so the church has many youth.  Everyone was genuinely eager to learn God’s Word and they said that they were truly touched by our sharing.  We are grateful to share our video and outreach work.  

Then we rushed to the Deaf Alive Christian Center with Brother David*.  We shared for an hour and a half and they then swiftly left for a flight at 6 pm.  God faithfully helped us share and arrive at each outreach.  The folks at Deaf Alive were also very excited to learn.  They remarked that our videos and outreaches really inspire them.  Brother Bailey says that he just loves the song “Light Up the World” from the Focus of My Heart, Jesus album.  He said, “I just can’t resist to watch it.  I watch it and it gives me joy, hope and encouragement to share Jesus.”  Thanks again to Joe Pollaro who shared this song.  Our Phoenix trip was so blessed.  Thank you for your prayers which give us strength.

[image: image8.jpg]



Bible teaching with Dramas: “Discovering that the Great Physician Can Heal Our Hearts” at a Phoenix Deaf Church

Local Work

We continue to help out at the deaf church in Denison once-a-month.  We were able to get a used TV and DVD player donated and delivered it to the Denison Deaf Church.  We also loaned them many wonderful DVD Bible lessons to use in their Sunday school hour.  We interpret on Wednesday nights at Life Covenant Church in Bonham, for our dear friend Tracey* and Cloudi.  We also often teach youth Bible studies on Wednesday evening.  On Sunday mornings we interpret at Hillcrest Christian Church for Cayla* and Cloudi.  Selah is doing the majority of the interpreting to give Mom a break.  She is doing an excellent job and continues to expand her skills in interpreting.

Future Plans

We also hope to visit Colorado to share at a church there.  My friend, Dr. Mark Scott, who has been my mentor, college professor at Ozark Christian College, and then a college colleague, is starting a deaf ministry at his church there.  He used our DVDs and they were helpful in leading a deaf woman to know Christ.  We would love to conduct an outreach at this church.

An old college friend, Larry*, ministers in Berlin, Germany.  He previously asked if we could come do an outreach there with the deaf and others at the Christian Library.  We prayerfully consider requests and look for God’s provision and timing to do these trips.  Please pray for God to guide and provide for all the outreaches He wants us to do. 

We also plan to complete more videotaping in the beautiful scenery of Colorado, Nevada, and Texas.  We hope to do some more videotaping in Texas near our home during our girls’ Spring Break. 

On March 31st, we have been welcomed to share on-stage at the Deaf Nation Expo in Dallas.

Following Selah’s prom (in Dallas), on April 21st, we will be sharing at a deaf church in Dallas.  We will also have a booth at the Fannin County Mission Fair in April.

We are planning on being in Lubbock from June 10-16 for the 4H Round-Up State Competition.  Selah, Cloudi and other 4H’ers hope to be signing Christian songs there.  While there, we are planning on an outreach at a local deaf church and Bible college, as well as visiting Raintree Christian Church, who are new supporters of Expressions of Emmanuel.

Selah will be doing SALTeens again this year and this will run from June 17th to July 1st.  Selah will sign some songs , as well as singing with the group.  We will seek to reach out to the deaf by teaching the choir to sign some songs, so that the choir can minister to the deaf in the areas that they go to perform.

From July 27-August ?, we will be in Las Vegas at the Deaf Nation World Expo, where around 25,000-30,000 deaf will attend.  We will have a booth and an act on the main stage.  We are looking to recruit a team of workers and at least 10 sponsors to help us reach our goal of being able to give away our DVDs to the deaf at this convention.  We want to have a team of twelve plus our two teenage girls to share the gospel on location with these deaf.  A dear deaf couple from Reno, John and Roxanne*, hope to come as a part of this team.  We need special prayer as we go and reach this crowd with the gospel videos.  We want to give away thousands of videos.  This leads to the question, how much does it cost to make a video?  The whole process is very expensive, but the duplication fee alone, for one video, is $1.  Please give to the $1 NO GAMBLE Deaf Christian Video DVD Fund!  

We are also doing research on going to Haiti and the Dominican Republic this summer, and we always have lots more videotaping and editing that we can do at any time!  We are also considering returning to Alaska either this summer or summer 2013, where we want to share at the church camp again.  I also feel we have unfinished business there – as I did not get to hold an outreach for the deaf in Alaska.  The churches in Alaska are beginning to actualize the goal of raising support for Steve and we would love to return and give them a report about what their support is helping us reach.  

The International Conference on Missions will be November 15-18 in Indianapolis this year.  Our booth is number 908, so come see us!  While we are up there, we will also be sharing at other churches in Indiana, and perhaps Kentucky.

Donated in Memory of Vurlenda Hill, My Sister

$25 from Barbara*

EOE Prayer Requests

Thanks for all of our EOE prayer warriors!  Please pray for:

· Financial support for Steve’s salary

· Steve’s health

· Comfort for the Harris family in the loss of Albert Harris

· Our family to grow in Christ and to be faithful servants unto the Lord 

· Praise for new medical insurance

· Permission for music licenses for new DVD(s) songs and volunteer to help obtain licenses

· EOE funding to make and distribute DVD’s 

· More workers  

To Our Partners in Christ

Thanks to everyone for their acts of service to help this mission work be successful. Thanks to everyone who partners with us! You are in our prayers!  Please email or write us about any of your specific prayer needs. We truly care for you!  We are so thankful that we are making great progress towards getting full-time support for Steve as Farewell Christian Church, Palmer Christian Church, The Christian Church of Anchorage, Hope Christian Church, Kenai Christian Church and Mark and Debbie* have committed to being monthly supporters for Expressions of Emmanuel.  We still need more support, but we are thrilled that God has provided this additional support to help us forge ahead in sharing the Gospel with the deaf.

Please pray for God to raise up more workers to labor with us to reach the Deaf and their families for Christ! 

Expressions of Emmanuel Expresses Thanks to Tiffany!

From October until March, Tiffany* came to serve as Administrative Assistant for EOE!  She did a marvelous job with correspondence, video distribution, grant applications, the newsletter, editing, music license letters and applications and more!  She has been a great prayer warrior and an amazing asset to the mission work.  She came to work for us only two days each week, but what a blessing!  She is a dear friend and one who has been a comfort to us during grief and loss.  We have seen many victories and we know God used Tiffany to greatly help the mission team.

When she first came to help she let us know that she would be leaving at the beginning of March.  She will end her time (for now) in Bonham by teaching a Discipleship Now program for our daughters and other girls from the Life Covenant Church (where we attend on Wednesdays in Bonham).  She was Selah’s English and literature teacher previously at Forerunner Christian Academy.  She will go on a nine month tour of the U.S.  She will work during the summer at Christian camps.  Please praise God with us for Tiffany.  Please pray for her.  We hope one day that she might partner with us again.  We will see how the Lord leads.

Please pray for us as we still need assistance.  Some friends, Amy* and Amanda*, might be able to help.  We hope that they can.  Seeing how much Tiffany was able to help us just causes us to see how we need more help.  Please pray for provision of a team to assist in this much needed mission work.  We need administrative, videography, and editing assistance.  If you know of any volunteers or anyone who would like to raise their own support to work with us, please let us know!  Above all else, pray!  I know God can and will make a way, if we ask Him.

Three cheers for Tiffany!  Hooray, God!  We praise You, Lord!  May God grant us all happy trails in service to Him!

EOE on the WEB

For more information on EOE or to order DVDs visit online:

· http://eoe.tripod.com 

· http://www.youtube.com/user/ExpressionsEmmanuel
· http://www.facebook.com/#!/pages/Expressions-of-Emmanuel/485883070440 

Come “like” our Facebook page and keep up-to-date with everything in the ministry!

Expressions of Emmanuel Calendar Winter 2011-2012

November 3

Selah’s wisdom teeth surgery 

November 7

Sign language class

November 9

Cloudi’s birthday – “Sweet 16”

November 11-12
Dallas Theological Seminary course – Conflict Resolution

November 12

“Sweet 16” birthday celebration for Cloudi

November 13

Sharing at Lover’s Lane Dallas Deaf Church

November 16-20
National Missionary Convention in Atlanta, GA/ visit Deaf Bible College

November 28

Nursing home outreach

December 12

Sign language class

December 13

Nursing home outreach

December 16-18
Hot Springs, AR Deaf Church outreach

December 18

Denison Deaf Church outreach

February 11-13

Christian Church Deaf Bible study group, FBC Deaf Church, Deaf Alive Christian Center, 

Phoenix , AZ

February 21

Forerunner Christian Academy, Africa Mission Report

February 23

Nursing Home Outreach

February 26

Denison Deaf Church


February 29

Life Covenant Church, Africa Mission Report

March 12-16

Outreach or videotaping work

April 21

Special Olympics, Selah’s prom

April 22

Fannin County Missions Fair (afternoon), Outreach at Lover’s Lane United Methodist Deaf 

Church, Dallas, TX

April 27

Signing 2 Christian Songs at 4H District Share the Fun

June 1


Selah’s 17th birthday

June 2


Selah SAT test, Steve & Vonda’s 6th wedding anniversary

June 3


Outreach to deaf church in Dallas

June 8


Relay for Life (cancer) Signing Christian Songs

June 9


Selah ACT test

June 10-16

4H Round-Up; outreaches at Sunset School of Preaching and Church, visit Raintree Christian 

Church

June 17-July 1

SALTeens (Selah)

June 25-28

Ringgold, GA, Deaf Convention “A Godly Heritage”

July 25-27

Visit John and Roxanne* (dear deaf friends) in Reno, NV and Calvary Chapel Deaf 

Ministry

July 27-31

Outreach at Deaf Nation World Expo, Las Vegas, NV

August 1-?

Videotaping in Nevada and other places out west

November 15-18
International Conference on Missions, Indianapolis, IN
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Still photos of a few songs from the TEENAGER album!  To be released VERY SOON!!!
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---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

IMPORTANT TOPICS

For all who receive our newsletters

If you enjoy receiving our news letter, but would prefer to have it only emailed to you, please let us know. This is a way that we can cut some of our costs. If so, please email us at:

vondabland@msn.com  or hamilton.steven@gmail.com
If you enjoy our newsletter mailed to you just as it is, we will continue to do so. If you move to a different address and want to receive the newsletter, try to let us know beforehand, because of bulk mailings the post office will not forward our letter and we often lose contact.

Becoming a new supporter

Expressions of Emmanuel trust that all of you who receive our letter are supporting us already in your prayers. Thank you. If you would pray and consider becoming a financial supporter please fill in the form and mail it to us. If you already support us, thanks again. God bless you, Steven, Vonda, Selah and Cloudi.

Yes, I/we _________________________ would like to become a regular supporter of Expressions of Emmanuel, Missionaries with the Deaf.

With a donation of: monthly(_)  yearly(_)  one time donation(_)   other _________

In the amount of $10.00 (_)   $15.00 (_)   $20.00 (_)    other $___,____,____.__

Make Checks payable to: Expressions of Emmanuel  

Mail to:

Expressions of Emmanuel

PO Box 62   

    
Ector, TX 75439 

Expressions of Emmanuel

PO Box 62, Ector, TX  75439, 

903.583.6143, cell: 903.449.6328

Email: vondabland@msn.cm    

Hillcrest Christian Church

509 S Graves St

McKinney, TX  75069

Phone: 972.542.6070 Fax: 972.542.6277 

Email: hillcrest@hcctx.org
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