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IN REMEMBRANCE OF GLENDA BLAND    –    Our Mama and Grandma
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December 16th was a bustling day with mission work, Christmas activities, and visitors. We received a phone call that my Mama had broken her hip. We had two ambulance rides, surgery, and about 6 days in the hospital, Mama recovered quite well. The incision healed perfectly, but to our great sorrow and joy, the Lord took her home on January 23rd at Clyde Cosper Texas State Veteran’s Home.  We wish to remember her here with our fond and loving memories.

Glenda worked as a homemaker, at Texas Instruments, Cameron University library, a shoe store, and Job Corp, as a social worker helping children, doing volunteer work to rehabilitate prisoners and volunteering at a military thrift store.  

 

She earned her bachelor’s degree in sociology and criminal justice when she was in her 40’s. 

She was a preacher’s wife. She is best known as a devoted mother. She insisted that her children know the love of Jesus Christ and get an education. She faithfully served in the total care of her daughter, Elaine until her death at age 40. Elaine had arthrogryposis multiplexcongenita. Elaine was severely physically disabled, but Glenda assisted and inspired her. Elaine earned a masters degree in social work and became a social worker, thanks be to God and the devotion of Glenda.

The nurses told me that on the day of her death. Mama was exceptionally affectionate and kind. She hollered a name that they didn’t know and then had an amazing Gigantic joyous smile, turned white and was gone. They asked me to name some of our  family members, they wanted to know whose name she called. I said – “was it Elaine?”  They said –“Yes, that was it!” I know my mama saw Jesus and our beloved Elaine, who was waiting in Heaven.

 She will be best remembered for her love for God and people. She recounted her fond memories at age nine when she sang praises to God in her cathedral of sunflowers on Bear Mountain in West Virginia. Wherever her home, you would find her singing praises to God. She delighted people with her yodeling. She loved God’s word.  Her philosophy was to love everyone and smile at them and see the beauty in each soul that God created. You could always count on an effervescent smile from Glenda.  

 

She had many challenges in life and in her later years; she struggled with dementia, but she continued to smile and love everyone she met. With a nod of agreement and illuminated eyes, she praised God and loved people  until her last breath!  Her parting words would be “Trust in God! He is faithful!” 

Now she is in her heavenly home, singing, smiling, yodeling for and praising her King! 

Our family also shares sympathy with Irene Felton’s family who recently passed away.  Irene was Glenda’s sister and Vonda’s Aunt.  She died only a few weeks after Glenda. 

HEROES   by   SELAH JOY
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Heroes

A hero. When you first hear this word, what pops into your mind? Do people dressed in tights and capes jump into your head? Or do you imagine people with superpowers - like x-ray vision, the ability to fly, or super human strength. A hero has 2 separate definitions in my opinion. The first definition represents someone who has saved you from a situation, person, place, or thing. The second definition refers to someone that you admire or look up to. Today I would like to talk about one of my real life heroes. Her name is Glenda Iona Bland, she was my grandmother. She was my hero because she taught me many valuable lessons that will stick with me for the rest of my life. The first lesson she taught me was how to love somebody else, even if they don't deserve it. How she taught me that lesson was by example. Whenever I was with her she would always have a smile for a stranger, and it didn't even matter to her if they weren't smiling. She always told me that a smile could light up somebody’s day and make a difference in their life. Secondly, she taught me about the love of Jesus. I will always be grateful to her for teaching her daughter, my mother, about Christ - so that my mother and grandmother could educate me and encourage me in my faith. I am very thankful for that because I would not be the same person without Christ as my Lord and Savior. Even though my grandmother could not fly or lift hundred pound boulders, she was a true hero to me because of her continuous love and kindness. She was a real hero in my book!

 (by Selah Joy Burnett, one of Glenda’s grandchildren)

STEVEN’S SHIMMERING WHITES

Steve’s dental work is completed, removing the mercury fillings and replaced properly. He is now taking supplements for continued heavy metal cleansing and strengthening of his body. In spite of his challenges, he works hard serving the Lord. 

Thank you for the special gifts for our medical expenses! 

Please pray for God’s healing touch on his body. 

VIDEOS IN PROGRESS


We recently had a necessary large expense replacing the Logic board on our MAC computer.  EoE uses the Mac to edit and produce new DVDs. Steve has completed “The Focus of My Heart, Jesus”. We are just awaiting permission from two more songwriters, so that we can duplicate and distribute it to the deaf. Please pray for this to occur swiftly! 

Steve is also working to complete a devotional DVD, “Fresh Bread”.  Computer challenges, the holidays, mission outreach travel, health challenges, mother’s passing, and frozen pipes have been some obstacles to overcome. We however are very optimistic that this DVD will be completed soon as well. Please pray for these and for MANY other works that need to be still edited and or videotaped and edited. 

With faith as small as a mustard seed, we know that God will faithfully help us accomplish His good works! Thanks for your prayers and partnership in this!

CONVENTIONS

We are seeking to reach out and share our video mission work at various kinds of conventions in various locations. We pray for the awareness of reaching the Deaf with the Gospel will increase. We pray that we can get these evangelistic and teaching tools into the hands of deaf, hard of hearing, and hearing people. Please pray for our convention times to be fruitful and God honoring! 

FAMILY & FRIENDS SUPPORT

EoE Volunteer Support

We are thankful that Cayla*, a lovely hard of hearing woman has come to visit and volunteer for a couple of weeks in February. She has helped us update email addresses, mailing list addresses, scan mission photos, helped with sign language class, attended deaf Christian February fellowship, and visited residents at Clyde Cosper Texas State Veteran’s home.

We were also blessed to have Crysta* visit us in November, December, and January. She was recently baptized. Crysta is very helpful deaf young lady. We thank God for such sweet helpful young ladies! 

Thanks to De Ann* and her sons, Shane and Joey for their help at the mission house, in the mission office, and with driving and assisting me in representing the EoE booth in Memphis. 

Selah has been doing wonderful work assisting with our many EoE office needs.

EoE FINANCIAL GIFTS

We are thankful for all of the generous gifts given. The Glaser Foundation, the Plylers, and three new churches giving made it possible to get a booth at several conventions this year. We are so appreciative of everyone’s gifts. 

Your praying, giving, and serving makes this mission work possible. We are still in serious need of support, but we trust that God will make the way! God bless you! Thanks again for your partnership! 

EoE Praise Report

We sent out a prayer request for a new treasurer/account/financial overseer in December.   John*, a CPA, Nurse, and Minister has answered our call and will be doing our financial records.  We praise God for John.  Any Monetary gifts to EoE should still be sent to:

Expressions of Emmanuel 

PO Box 62

Ector, TX 75439

PRAYER NEEDS

· God’s healing touch on Steve’s body. 

· Permission on songs for Videos and future work on Videos in progress

· EoE convention times to be fruitful and God honoring 

· EoE financial support to continue to glorify and share our loving God to the Deaf community 

Expressions of Emmanuel Calendar 2011

February 6     

Teaching Sunday school and leading worship Deaf Church Denison, TX

February 8     

Sharing at Texas State Veteran’s Home Outreach

February 11   
Hosting, preparing, & sharing at Christian Deaf Fellowship, EoE mission house (26 attended

February 16   

Speaking First Christian Church, Sapulpa, OK at Mission report

February 17   

Sharing Deaf outreach Tulsa, OK

February 20   

Sharing with Christian Churches in Missouri

February 21-23
Presenting at EoE booth at Ozark,MO Christian College; Preaching/Teaching Convention

February 23

Sharing Cassville, MO First Christian Church
 

February 25-27
Presenting Deaf Evangelism Conference EoE booth, Ft.Worth,TX and

New Life Deaf Church

March 3-5

Presenting EoE MidSouth Christian Home school Convention, Memphis,TN

March 6

Teaching Sharing New Hope Christian Church, Bartlett, TN

March 8     

Sharing Texas State Veteran’s Home outreach

March 11-14 & 15-18 Teaching & Leading at Phoenix, AZ deaf churches 






March 15- 18 
Presenting EoE booth at the International Children’s Pastors conference and

sharing at a deaf church San Diego, CA 

March 25

Hosting, Preparing, & Sharing at Christian Deaf Fellowship, EoE mission house 

April 10  

Teaching Bible & leading worship Deaf Church, Denison, TX

April 12  

Sharing at Texas State Veteran’s Home outreach

April 16 - 17

EoE booth  at Deaf Nation convention Austin,TX and 

Sharing on the main stage to thousands attending Deaf Nation
 

May 1  

Teaching & Sharing at the Deaf Church Denison,TX

May 10 

Sharing Texas State Veteran’s Home outreach

May 29

Attending Mission Coworker, Sherry Nicks & fiancé, Joshua Lococo wedding;

Sharing at Missouri church

June 1   

Celebrating Selah Joy’s 16th birthday!

June 2

`
Celebrating Steve & Vonda’s 5th wedding anniversary!

June 7 – 11

Participating in Loving Hands Ranch CODA camp, Sulphur, OK (Selah)

June 12- 26

Selah possibly traveling with SALTeens singing and signing (June 16 State 4H song?) 

Steve, Vonda, & Cloudi working in Texas on mission videotaping

June 24-28

Cloudi participating Loving Hands Ranch camp Deaf Teen Camp 

June 29-Aug 10
Alaska outreach – Speaking, teaching, & videotaping (Greatland Christian Camp July 24- 3, & July 31-Aug 5 and other hearing & deaf churches)

November 5 

Representing EoE booth and sharing at Deaf Nation, Chicago, IL (pending funding)

November 6-7 
Teaching & leading worship Deaf Outreach, Peoria, IL (pending funding)

November 12- 16
Visiting Deaf Bible College, Ringold, GA (pending funding)

November 17-20
Representing EoE booth - National Missionary Convention, Atlanta,GA

IMPORTANT TOPICS

For all who receive our newsletters

You enjoy receiving our news letter, but would prefer to have it only emailed to you, please let us know. This is a way that we can cut some of our costs. If so, please email us at:

vondabland@msn.com  or hamilton.steven@gmail.com
If you enjoy our newsletter mailed to you just as it is, we will continue to do so. If you move to a different address and want to receive the newsletter, try to let us know beforehand, because of bulk mailings the post office will not forward our letter and we often loose contact.

Becoming a new supporter

Expressions of Emmanuel trust that all of you who receive our letter are supporting us already in your prayers. Thank you. If you would pray and consider becoming a financial supporter please fill in the form and mail it to us. If you already support us, thanks again. God bless you, Steven, Vonda, Selah and Cloudi.

(cut) -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Yes, I/we _________________________ would like to become a regular supporter of Expressions of Emmanuel, Missionaries with the Deaf.

With a donation of: monthly(_)  yearly(_)  one time donation(_)   other _________

In the amount of $10.00 (_)   $15.00 (_)   $20.00 (_)    other $___,____,____.__

Make Checks payable to: Expressions of Emmanuel 

Mail to:   
Expressions of Emmanuel 

   
PO Box 62   

    
Ector, TX 75439 



OR


Expressions of Emmanuel

Hillcrest Christian Church

509 S Graves St

McKinney, TX  75069

Expressions of Emmanuel

PO Box 62, Ector, TX  75439, 903.583.6143, cell: 903.449.6328

Email: vondabland@msn.com
    hamilton.steven@gmail.com
Hillcrest Christian Church

509 S Graves St

McKinney, TX  75069

Phone: 972.542.6070 Fax: 972.542.6277 McKinney

Email: hillcrest@hcctx.org
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